
Faked medals revoked
SAIGON, South Vietnam (AP)

— Brig. Gen. Eugene P. Forrester,
a former assistant to the Secretary
of the Army, is being stripped of
two medals for bravery in combat
that were based on fictitious ci-
tations.

An Army spokesman said Tues-
day night that it was the first time
such an action had been taken
against a general officer in Viet-
nam.

No blame
The Army statement, however,

cleared the general of blame, say-
ing: "The investigation has so far
shown conclusively that Brig. Gan.
Forrester was not aware of the cir-
cumstances relating to the prepara-
tion of the citations and that he
had not read them until his retarn
on Oct. 19 from leave."

The awards of the Silver Star,
the nations highest valor, and the
Distinguished Flying Cross were
presented Oct. 15. The cross ranks
just below the Silver Star.

The Army said the investigation
is continuing to determine who was
responsible for "administrative ir
regularities" that have been dis-
closed. The spokesman said it is

conceivable that disciplinary ac-
tion might be taken against some
involved in the case.

Admitted blame
Col. George Newman, chief of

staff.of the U.S. 1st Air Cavalry
Division, has acknowledged that he
sent out orders to prepare cita-
tions without first having eyewit-
ness accounts to document the
awards. But Newman has main-
tained that Forrester was "re-
nowned for his courage and valor"as assistant commander of the di
vision and deserved the medals.

The awards cited heroic actions
last June 9 during the big Amer
ican drive into Cambodia.

Still 'unavailable'
Forrester was unavailable for

comment. He has been refusing to
answer telephone calls since the
incident came to light in a letter
written to a congressional com-
mittee by six enlisted men. A car-
bon was sent to the New York
Times. The men charged that they
were ordered to manufacture 4he
citations overnight with ao infor-
mation, facts or dates. They asked
for an investigation.

"What I did was write up a

Silver Star using my imagination ,"
Pvt. James Olstad, 22, of Cashton,
Wis., said last week.

SNAKEY ROAD TO RICHES
LONDON m — Naturalist

Constantine Ionides, who died last
year at his home in Tanzania left
$118,531 in his will in London —
most of it earned from catching
snakes.

Ionides supplied London Zoo
with serpents and some of the
deadliest snakes in Britian were
caught by him.
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Former U. M. head
University of Wisconsin
appoints new president

John C. Weaver, president of
the University of Missouri, was
named president of the University
of Wisconsin Monday by the board
of regents of the university.

Weaver will fill the office, which
was vacated by the resignation of
Fred Harvey Harrington, no later
than Feb. 1, 1971. Harrington gave
up his office under pressure dur-
ing student disturbances on the
campus last May.

Weaver , 55, announced h*s ac-ceptance of the presidency by say-ing the university "deserves pro-
tection from both the destructive
forces that can bring disruption
from within and from those po-
tentially crippling forces of re-
pression that may bear down on it
from without."
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