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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
Social Security Administration

January 12, 1951
Bureau of Naval Personnel
Casualty Section
Arlington Annex, Rm, 1812
Washington 25, D, C. Attn: Mrs., M, E. Reeder

Please furnish information for the items checked below regarding the following- \ A
described veteran for use in connection with a claim for benefits under Public
Law 734, 8lst Congress, which amended the Social Security Act:
Rate Serial
or or
Name : Jesse Leroy BROWN Rank PBnsign Service No. 504477
We have information that veteran was (enlisted)(commissioned) on first part of ,10 47
at  Unknown , and was discharged or released to inactive
duty on Died December 4 ,1950 e Korea ¢
The type of his discharge or release to inactive duty was Death
The veteran was born October 13 ol e

Vo Y
REMARKS ‘K\J‘: - )

!

Q. .C. Pogee, Director r »
Bureau of 0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance r};?

Pers G232~-RNMS
Date 132 Marech 19Jil

Bureau of 0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance

Social Security Administration Re: ENS Jesse Leroy BROWN,U:
Equitable Building (Deceased) 504477[1315

Baltimore 2, Maryland
Gentlemen:
The following information is furnished in accordance with vour above request:
57 The above-described veteran entered on active duty on 16 Apri ,19 47,
and was discharged or released to inactive duty on(Decegse.ﬁ 4 Decermber,19 50.
E The type of this veteran's discharge *

or release to inactive duty was killed in action as the result of plane crash
(Enemy action)(Asiatic area)

¥ TIf the type of discharge is neither Signature M. E. REEDER \
honorable nor dishonorable, please Rank Head -‘\
execute the reverse side of this form. Title Casualty Branch \

g The veteran (WAS)(WAS NOT) discharged or released to inactive duty as a result
of an injury or disability incurred or aggravated in service in line of duty.

Signature
Born on 13 October 1926 at Rehk
Hattiesburg, Mississippi Title

. 141 l
Form OA—C652 W Kilo Pers Gl42 %
9-50 ﬁj



If the individual was discharged for any of the reasons listed below
in items 1 through 5, check the appropriate box. If the discharge was
for a reason other than those listed in items 1 through 5, check the
box in front of item 6:
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Desertion.

Resignation accepted for the good of the service (Officer only).
On the ground that he was a conscientious objector who refused
to wear the uniform or otherwise to comply with lawful orders
of competent military authority.

By reason of conviction by a civil court for treason, sabotage,
espionage, murder, rape, arson, burglary, robbery, kidnapping,
assault with intent to kill, assault with a dangerous weapon,
or of an attempt to commit any of these crimes.

Bad conduct as a result of a General Court-martial.

Other than 1 through 5 above.

Signature

Rank

Title

Job No. 916-51









BUMED :3373 sFCH2 vk (D)
BROAR, Jesse Leroy
504477

5 February 1951

Mrs. Daisy P. Brown
7116 Robertson Place
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
My dear lrs. Srown:

In response to the request in your letter of 28 January 1951 there
are onclosed, as proof of death, two Rsporis of Death in the case of your
husband, the late Ensign Jesse Leroy Brown, U. S. Naval Reserve.

On behalf of this Bureau, may I extend to you sincere sympathy in

your bersavement.

Sincerely yours,

/<7 8« J. CARPENTER

Lieutenant (jg) (MSC) USN
Officer in Charge
Medical Records Information Branch
By direction of the Surgeon General

Encl:
(1) %wo Reporfs of Death



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO
BUMED $3373FC: Jvi= (D)
BROTN, Jesse Leroy
504477
§ February 1051

REPORT OF DEATH

The records of this Bureau show that:

N BRCXE, Jesse Leroy

Rank or Rate Mign L —
Service Number 504477 . ™ %
Born (Date) 15 October 1926 Place Hattieshuryz, ¥izaissippl
Died (Date) ¢ December 1950 s it

h'incipal IRJURT R % WOLTIPL -_3,’ SLTRIME
Causes _

‘Contributory

Xilled in Action

C. A, SWANSON
Rear Admiral, MC -
Surgeon General, U. 8. Navy

/%/5. J. CARPENTER
LTI MSC USN.
By direction

Tos Mrs. Daiay Pearl Brown

o 299812
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY F3 )’(f/
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL %

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. INR REFER TO

y-457

From: Chief of Naval Personnel

Tos

Officer-in-Charge

U.S. Naval Reserve Officer Performance Recording Unit
Naval & Marine Corps Reserve Center

30th & Fort Streets

Omaha 11, Nebraska d

4

Subj:  BROWN, Jesse L., EiS, USKR,

information concerning record o% zzderal service

Encl: (1) gtatement of Previous Service of Officers Gomlssioned

in USR after 30 June 1949,

1. Information in this Bureau indicates that subject officer wast
(a) Appointed in the U. S. Naval Reserve on /ZA_/Q € {/‘) .
(b) Last recalled to active duty on / 75/1//\/(ﬂ :
(c) Last released from active duty on ¢C s o’ /5/ "/// /’ J:en./g
(@) 3/1/¢7e Ve O/‘-//éz
2. The statement indicated below is applicable in the case of subject
officer:

D Subject officer had no prior Federal service (No research required).

Cg/&abject officer had prior Federal service but was commissioned in
USRR after 30 June 1949 (Research is required).

U Subject officer had prior Federal service but was commissioned in
USNR before 30 June 1949 (No research required).

By direction
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LIFE OF ENSIGN JESSE LEROY BROWN

On October 13, 1926 the third child was born to The Union
of John and Jula Brown. He was given the name of Jesse Leroy
Brown which is today a symbol of what courage and achieve-
ment can be in spite of overwhelming odds.

Since Jesse was a small boy on a Mississippi farm, he held
a continuous desire to fly a plane. This ambition remained
vivid during his high school days, for he chose subjects that
might help him to become a pilot.

When he graduated, he went to study engineering at Ohio
State University, Columbus, Ohio, where he worked nights load-
ing boxcars for the Pennsylvania Railroad to support himself.

Realizing that working eight hours at night was having a
damaging effect on his grade, he became interested in the Navy
college flight program for which he applied and was accepted
following examinations for same.

When he enlisted in the Navy in 1946 he trained in Naval
Aviation at Pensacola, Florida. He earned his wings in 1948 as
the first Negro Naval Pilot and was sent for additional training
in Jacksonville, Norfolk, and Quonset, R. I. He was assigned to
serve on the Leyte and participated in the fleet maneuvers held
in the Carribbean in 1949.

Ensign Jesse Brown died December 4, 1950 in combat in
Korea. In addition to being the first Negro to receive the coveted
Navy “Wings of Gold,” the 24 year old youth was also the first
to fly a combat mission from the deck of any aircraft carrier and
was highly respected and admired by his shipmates aboard the
27,000-ton carrier Leyte.
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Royal Street High School Chorus
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Pastor, St. James C. M. E. Church, Hattiesburg,
also Former Captain, U. S. Army
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Rear-Admiral, U. S. N.
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POSTHUMOUS

@iz‘al[on @eremonies
COMMEMORATING THE LATE

6/23{'7/2 ﬂsse L%/’ow/z

U. S. NAVAL AVIATION CORPS

ROYAL STREET HIGH SCHOOL

Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Saturday, September 29, 1951




JOSEPH NATHAN KANE
HISTORICAL RESEARCH

BFEWEST "END AVENDE 255 West 88th St.reet,
NEW YORK 25, N. Y. New York, 24,New York,

November 6 » 19540

U.S.Navy, ol

Washington,D.C. o il

Gentlemen; | {0 L/'V77 |
Will you please advise the date when Ensign ’

Jesse Leroy Brown of Hattiesburg,uiss.,waé\EBmmissioned

or appointed, He crashed December 4,1950 in Korea.
Thanking you for your cooperation,I remain,

Very truly yours,

J osgx?‘( Nh/d‘%"s /{)M

Finished File Pers E-2492
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