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Congress of the nited States
Bounse of Vepresentatives
SEashingtor, B. €.
15 July 1542,
Dear Sir:

Owvar the week-end I returned to Tashington from the
Southwest Pacifiec.

My Vashington office handed me & sealed letter from
GHQ, Southwest Pacific Area. The letter included a copy
of an original General Order ¥o. 12 designating the Silver
Star to be awerded me for partiecipaticon in operation in' the
vicinity of Port Moresby and Salemaua, New Guipea, on June 8,
1242.

General MecArthur had told me that citations were being
prapared only a few momentz before I was detached from him for
assigmnent, and e copy was handed me by a messenger at the airport
I shall mlwayz be proud tHat Geperal MachArthur considered me,
even though not a xember of the Army Alr Corps, worthy of some
commendation because I volunteered as he puis it for a "combat
miszion over hostile possessions in New Guinea."

After my experience with the Air Corps in the Southwest
Pacific it would be hard for me to conceive of any homor I
would rather have thar a decoraticn which I had earned as a
member of the armed forces ln service with the gallent officers
and men in this theatre of operations.

~ But my very brief service with these men and itz experience
of what they do and sacrifice makes me all the more sensitive
that I should not and could not acoept a citation of recognition
"fpr the little part I played for a shert time in learning and
facing with them the problems they sncounter all the &time.

The "ccolness” for which the Cewperal commends me was only
the reflection of 'my utter confidence in the men with whem I

was flying.

Alone and forced to gquit formation, the disabled plane snd
crow wore saved by the superieor training and intelligence of an
Americen pilot, and Australiasn co-pilot and other members of the
crew who would make any other man’s service dim by compsrison.
Wiatching the fizhting erew of my ship save their crippled plune

. @espite interdeption by hoatile fighters oulnumbering us, burned
into my mind knowledge of conerete conditons which you can meke

Emti[?#hlll use to the best of my ability in the service of my .
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Please sccept this expression in the spirit in which I
huve written it and inform the proper authorities that I
cannot in gooed conselience accept the decoratlon.

Sineerely,

: ; Lyndon B. Johnsom,
Lt. Commander, U. 5. M. R.

The Adjutant Gemsral,
The War Depariment,
Tashington, D. C.





