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Admiral Smedberg
Bureau of Personnel

U. S. Navy Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Admiral Smedberg:

I am writing you at the suggestion of Admiral Quackenbush. I am
currently engaged in updating my '"History of Photography.' One

of the photographers whose work I discuss is Captain Edward Steichen.
On information published by the Museum of Modern Art, I have stated
in my draft that he was '"in command of all Navy Combat Photography. "
Admiral Quqckenbush questioned this, and suggested that I write you
for the specific statement of his command in the Navy records.

I would appreciate clarification.
Yours sincerely,

B Vil

Beaumont Newhall
Director
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SO0 Bast Avenue
Rochester T, Hew York

Dear Mr. Hewballs

This is in reply to your letter of k June 1963 reguesting information
concerning Captain Bdward John Steichen, United States Naval Reserve.
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1545, Captain Steichen served as Director of Navy Combat Photography
m:mmmmwmmmwmwm
mmp mm&m,m‘,m

In an effort to be of assistance to you, the enclosed copy of a bio-

graphical sketeh of Capbain Steichen, previously prepered for press
release, is forvarded.

W. R. SYEDBERG, ITIT
Vies Admiral, USN
fhief of Maval Personnel

Encl:
(1) Biographical Sketch of Captain Edward J. STEICHEN, USNR (Ret)

méed




DEPARTMENT OF The NAVY
OFFICE OF CIVILIAN MANPO\NER MANAGEMENT
; WASHINGTON, D. C. 20390 ) IN REPLY REFER TO

ocMM O3kL:fs
8  APR 1971

Mrs. Grace M. Mayer: 7l ‘
Curator, The Edward Steichen Archive
The Museum of Modern Art |
11 West 53 Street -

New York, New York 10019

Dear 'Mrs. Mayef:‘

Thigddissin reﬁly td’your in@uiry of 29 March 1971 concérning the awarding
of a Plaque and the Distinguished Service Medal to Mr. Edward Steichen.

Due to the length of time that has elapsed between the grdﬁting of this
recognition and the present time, I am unable to furnish the additional
information you desire. : a2 v :

The citation on the Distinguished Service Medal appears to contain most
of the information which would be available on this type of recognition.
As a general rule the citation is usually a composite of the information
contained in the letter of nomination for such awards. On the plaque,

I have no' information. However, the Muscum of Naval History, located in
Building 220 at the Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D. C., may be of
more assistance in obtaining the needed information. ' ;

Sihcerely,
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S CHURNEY, e
Head, Motivation and‘{’ entives Branch




Department of Photography

The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53 Street, New York, N.Y. 10019 Tel. 956-6100 Cable: Modernart

May 6, 1971

Museum of Naval History,
Building 220,

Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D. C. 26390

Gentlemens
The enclosures are self-explanatory. Any further informa-
ion you may be able to give us about the Awards bestowed on

Captain Edward Steichen will be greatly appreciated.

Does your collection include any material relating to the
Captain, please?

With thanks for your consideration of this inquiry =

Sincerely,

Ghocw LD WS

Grace M. Mayer
Curator, The Edward Steichen Archive
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Finished File Pers E243 12 may RECD
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For the President,
James Forrestal
Secretary of the Navy
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o (@ne 1971

Mrs. Grace M. Mayer, Curator, "T;%' .
The Edward Steichen Axrchives
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York 10019

Dear Mrs. Mayer:

This is in reply to your letter of 6 May 1971, regquesting
information concerning the naval service of Captain Edward J.
Steichen, U. 8. Naval Reserve (Retired).

The enclosed biography of Captain Steichen's naval service,
is forwarded in response to your request.

By direction of Chief of Naval Personnel:

Sincerely yours,

/'

\

K. C. WALSER

Lieutenant, U.S. Navy

Head

Correspondence & Services Branch

Encl: (1) i
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