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National Office
717 Florida A iy Ne Wo
.Washington,'! D. C.

October 6, 1941

Mr. Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War
War Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Press reports quote champion Joe Louis as expressing his full determi-
nation to do his bit in the army to beat Hitler., '

The National Negro Congress regards this statement by the champion as
an important contribution to building national unity in support of the
President 's program of defense. P

May we urge m, therefore, to see to it that Joe Louis has an opportunity e |
to exercise his f talents in the armed forces of our country in a way

commensurate with the position he occupies in thé hearts of the Negro people
and all the American people,

Joe Louis is a champion whose high type of sportsmanship has won for him
the love and respect of the entire American people. More than any other single
individual in the history of American sports, Joe Louis represents the highest
expression of our country's democratic tradition. Throughout his ring career
his great ability as a fighter has been matched by a characteristic modesty
and insistence on fair play that has made him the fdol of American youth
regardless of race, creed or color.

{

At the end of his bout with Lou Nova, which marked his nineteenth victory
in defense of his crown, he voiced the anti-Hitler sentiment of the entire
Negro people when he said, "Maybe my next fight will be against Max Schmeling
somewhere in no-man's land, and I won't be pulling punches.”
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In this statement, we believe that the champion veiced the Negro people's
full understanding of the menace of Hitler slavery which faces our country ,
today, and their determination to give the fullest support to President
Roosevelt's program calling for the military defeat of Hitler fascism.

p——

The National Negro Congress believes that America's armed forces will
have in Joe Louis a champion of democracy, whose-great influence among white
as well as Negro troops, can become a key factor in building National Unity,
in giving America the strength to administer a knockout blow to the forces
of Hitlerism.,

We shall appreciate receiving from you an expression of your sentiment
on this matter.
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WAR DEPARTMENT =
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S ow*

Reren 70 AG. 201 Baxrﬁ Louis b
(1-11-42)RE January 24, 1942.
| . MEMORANDUM for The Assistent Chief of Staff, G-1.

Subject: Appointment in the Army of the
United States.

r_ 1. Attention is invited to the attached letter from
Walter Green Post, American Legion, Baltimore, Maryland,
concerning the commissioning of Joe Louis Barrow.

2. In view of the prominence of Louis and the publicity
surrounding his induction, the request is submitted to your
office for appropriate action.

3. 1 recommend favorable action, “f"”‘- W

— AA

; %’ :

‘r

e

| (&
| ~ Major General, ‘
ir‘ The Adjutant General. J
| 1 Inclosure: '
‘ Let. of 1-11-42, 1"

REOD - G-1 JAN 26 1942 3‘.
: : 4
i - /L *55
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b . 'WAR DEPARTMENT

B .
MAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL

! PERSONNEL. DIVISION G-1

'“1'I'll‘ WASHINGTON
G-1/16455-136
February 5, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:

The Secretary of War directs that a letter substantially
as follows be sent Mr. Walter T. Webb, Post Commander, The Walter
Green Post, American Legion, Baltimore, ggryl_angi.
C}‘;?; a‘,::ﬁ 1AL A
Although recognizing Mr. Barrow's outstanding
gualities and the high regard in which he is held through-
out the country, it is not believed that this justifies-
his appointment as a commissioned officer without the ; ; e
essential minimum military training. The VWar Department \
is convinced that a commission earned in the msnner pre- ‘

e
Subject: Appointment of Joe Louis Barrow. % ‘
\i

scribed for all enlisted f the Army will be of far *.4
greater satisfaction to & , and to his friends, than ‘

an appointment presente&i in the manner you suggest.

As soon as his three months' basic training is
completed, Joe Louls mey meke application to attend an
Officer Candidate School. Upon successful graduation from

ch a school, he will be appointed an officer of the Army
of the United States.

The War Department sincerely hopes that Joe P |
ps. Louis Barrow will meke application to attend an Officer
Candidate School, and obtain a commission in the normel S
manner, ‘

J. H. HILLDRING,
e Brigadier General,
Assistant Chief of Staff.
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AG 201

l, F 8J8/3603.
hnvﬁ Louis
(1-11=42) RE-A : February 7, 1942,

Mr. Walter T. Webd,
Post Commander,
The Walter Green Post,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Sir

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
Janusry 11, 1942, requesting that Mr. Joe Louis Barrow be
tendered & commission in the Army of the United States
upon his induction into Federal Service.

Although recognizing Joe Louis' outstanding
qualities and the high regard in which he is held throughe
out the country, it is not believed that this justifies
his appointment as a commissioned officer without the
essential mininmum military training. The VWar Department
is convinced that a commissicn earned in the manner pre-
scribed for all enlisted men of the Army will be of far
greater satisfaction to Joe Louls and to his friends,
than an appointment presented in the manner you suggest.

As soon as his three months' basic training is
completed, Joe Louis may make application to attend an
Officer Candidate School. Upon successful graduation from
such a school, he will be appointed an officer of the Army
of the United States.

The Var Department sincerely hopes that Joe Louis
Barrow will make application to attend an Officer Candidate
School, and obtalin a commiesion in the normal manner.

_Very truly yours,

o & ADAME

Ma jor Ceneral,

The Adjutant General.
By & B Lowel)

Based on staff directive

G-1/16455-136, Feb. 5, 1942, Index & file
orre-3603

39?% 3-7-1;2
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WAR DEPARTMENT

TEL EGRA M - l;-*‘:l:ﬂ ‘ i -i

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES ;
AS 201 Barrow, Joseph lLouis v
. (2-21-.42) B¢
TELETYPE OR RADIOGRAN
COMMANDIEG GENERAL

IN REPLY CITE AGEC COLON REFERRNCE YOUR LEPTER FESRUARY TVIENTY FIRSP
KIQUESTING REFEREZ SKRVICES OF PRIVATE JOSEPE LOUIS BARROW AT GAKP
CONTACT COMMANDING GENERAL SEOOND CORPS AREA AS 70 TINE AND TRAVEL

N
23 ~
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Cepies furnisheds , / =
Commanding General, Trps Area, 5
Co

Commanding General,
Colonel John T, Taylor/ Asst. Director, Bureau of
Publi¢ Relations.
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THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

RECORD OF COMMUNICATION RECEIVED

From: \r, Frentz Jemine, Morningside Ave,, New Dated: March 22, 1942,

York City.
To: Mr. President. Rec’d 4. G. O. April 1, 1942.
Subject:  Promotion;

W.D., A. G. O. Form No. 0624
July 31, 1934

This imaige was digﬂized by:
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My Dearly Beloved President,

! Kindly accept my fondest love for you, sincerely hoping,
this little revelation, will find you, and relatives family, in per-
fect state of health. Trusting firmely in our one great Spiritude,
and material objective;--In God we trust, Also I pray, that our
Nationsl family,--iongress and the mass of our American family, North
and South, may stand by you, holding your hands high, Like unto
Jashua who prayed that the sun may stand still, and the sun stood,
meking it a perfect day for the sons of God, that love, peace, and
rightousness, That was a victory, The same will be for us., The
sentiament of my heart is to implore thee, besiege thee, that thou
in thy good pleasure, with thy good will, as the father of a nation,
of all color, races, and creed, grant my request, According to the
desire, and constructive inspiration of our colored brothers, in
various groups of our young peoples in Harlem, N. Y. C., and other
sections, of various states, I am asking thy greatest pleasure in
sending words to your comanders, in the various parts of the U. S,
Army,--That the colored boys, who are eligible, professionzlly, or,
otherwise, be given a title in what ever position thou seeth fit.
This is for the building of the morale of the colored peoples and
through-out the world, especially of our land, My duty is to re-
port to you the tentions of good, or bad, present, feelings, of my
people in my comlixity:--Our parament ambition, is that you will
demand it, of your supporters, that Joe Louis, in his contribution
to the Army, by his next fight, will be announced in the ring a
little scmething more than a private, My dear President, that
would make the world of peoples, colored and whites, have the greatest
night of their lives, because he is beloved by all races,

Obediantly, your servant,

U 5. GOYEENMENT PRINTING OFFION 3—4508
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AG 201 Bmow, Joe L, lst Ind, Jew
(3-22-42)BA
Var Department, A. G. O,, April 18, 1942, .To the Commanding Gonml,
Second Corps Area, Governors lIsland, New York.
For congideration and direct reply to lr. Jemine, who has been
adviged of this reference,
By order ot the Secretary of War:
iemipge B Crmbmlae®
&
Adju General,
FILE -
(3-22-42) =13
| s jew Room 408 ; ‘\g
: g
.:z'*‘;
IMMEDIATE ACTION
i
TR - s PRI P e . PP |
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Since the promotion of this soldier is & matter under the >
jurisdiction of the loeal military authorities, I have referred your
1o£mwmmw,wmm;mm.._
Kew York, for consideration and direct reply to you. —

et r—.v—v%& Jrf"m T T e

SV L
: | <t A
, haqurge P. Onanirge P
3 Copy to Commending General, Second Corps Area,
;» Governcrs Island, New York,
FILE
(4=18-42)
jew Room 408 .
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g 201 Barrow, Joe L. 1
-28-42 )EA ; :
April 18, 1942,
' |
Miss Marie B. Adderley, - 5
425 W. 154th, Street,
New York, New York, F
= -
=
Dear :ms .
' 1 have your letter of recent date addressed to the President
P z ;
red to the Var Depariment for consideration and acknowledg-
:7 L W ‘;‘
ment, relative to the promotion of Private Joe L. Barrow, Company L,
™ *T
nd Corps Area Service Unit, Reception Center, Camp Upton, New
York, 5
Since the promotion of this soldier is a matter under the jur-
isdiction of the local military authorities, I have referred your
letter to the Commanding General, Second Gorps irea, Governors Ith-l.
tew York, for consideration and direct reply to you. ' ==
Very truly yours,
& £. G AL
Major General, B4
The Adjutant General,
By: %; & ="
e — e . Otm ,;;bA - ; =4
Copy to Commanding General, Second Corps Area, o N f
Governors Island, New York, S Mgl 4
: FILE e
(4-18-42) &
jew Room 408 3
4
i
=
4
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IMMEDIATE ACTION

AG 201 Barrow, Joe L. st Ind, ,
(3-28-42)BA . - |
War Department, 4. G, 0., April 18, 1942, To the Commending General,
aaeondcorpck:n,m;uh&, New York,

For eomiﬁorat&muﬂ“ﬂbblnmc&v, who has been
advised of this reference,

By order of the Secretary of Wer:

‘A-*"'*hm‘l.‘ A 1 el

George P Oanmings

M i
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WAR DEPARTMENT

A

g ‘s . THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
File No. _AG-201-=-Barrow,
INFORMAL ACTION SHEET
. Date ______ 31042 . .
From: . Replacement Section - Enlisted Division
Subject: .Appearance of Joe Louis at Defense.Rally
To: To: To: To:
O The Adjutant General. O Miscellaneous Division. O Executive Officer, Office of Assist- | [1 Chief of Finance.
O General Ulio. O Publication Division. ant Secretary of War for Air. | 17 Chief of Infantry.
O General Carter. O C. C. C. Division. T Sk okt WA SR, O The Inspector General.
O General Rose. O World War Division. O Chief of the Air Corps. O The Judge Advocate General.

O Executive Officer.

O Plans and Training Officer.

O Administrative Assistant, A. G. 0.
O Officers’ Division.

0 Reserve Division.

O Old Records Division.

O Administrative Assistant, W. D.

O Executive Officer, Office of Under
Secretary of War.

O Executive Officer, Office of Assist-

O Chief of Cavalry.
O Chief of Chaplains.
O Chief of the Chemical Warfare

ce.

O Chief of Coast Artillery.

OO Chief of the National Guard

Bureau.
O Chief of Ordnance.
O The Quartermaster General.
O Chief Signal Officer.

% S O Chief of Engineers. O The General.

O Enlisted Division. ant Secretary of War. O Chief of Field Artillery. O _of Special
= 2 paR s O e v o). L e ey Services
(If to be sent to two or more agencies in turn, indicate priority by numbers)

For: For: For:
O Approval or disapproval. O Remark and recommendation. O File.

O Instructions as to action desired.

[0 Comment or concurrence.

O Issuance of orders,

O Your information. O Data on which to base reply. O Publication.
O Appropriate action. [0 Preparation of draft of reply. O Signature.
o O S ST T c R R e e T

Remarks: This is the second request received for this soldier's presence, and more
requests probably be received. Attention is invited to 3rd Indorsement
AG 201 - Barrow, Joseph L. (2-21-42)EC dated March 7, 1942.

Y Orels - foilens fr b3 I Thara

(Informal reply in this space and on reverse side, turning bottom edge up)

will

To:

- (Signature or initials)

O To be filed with case.

‘W.D., A.G.O. Form No. 0105
April 30, 1941

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

O Not to be filed with case.

16—21360
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File No. .AG.2Q]. = Barrow,

WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE

Joe Louis

-

INFORMAL ACTION SHEET

From: ___Replacement Section - Enlisted Division

Subject:

_Appearance of Joe Louis at Defense Rally

VW e

To:

O The Adjutant General.

O General Ulio.

[ General Carter.

0 General Rose.

0O Executive Officer.

O Plans and Training Officer.

O Administrative Assistant, A. G. O.

To:

[0 Miscellaneous Division.

1 Publication Division.

O C. C. C. Division.

0 World War Division.

[ Old Records Division.

[ Administrative Assistant, W. D.
O Executive Officer, Office of Under

To:

O Executive Officer, Office of Assist-
ant Secretary of War for Air.

O Chief of the Morale Branch.

[0 Chief of the Air Corps.

O Chief of Cavalry.

O Chief of Chaplains.

O Chief of the Chemical Warfare
Servi

ce. ;

O Officers’ Division. Sy of Vv, O Chief of Coast Artillery.

a Ruu'veDivisi:on. 0 Executive Officer, Office of Assist- (m} C}uefofEngmm %mw

O Enlisted Division. . ant Secretary of War. 0O Chief of Field Artillery. Chief of Special

o 2 O O o i TR Services_
(If to be sent to two or more agencies in turn, indicate priority by numbers)

For: For: For:

O Approval or disapproval. Dénrkmdrecmnmendation. O File.

[0 Instructions as to action desired.

0 Comment or concurrence.

O Issuance of orders.

O Your information. O Data on which to base reply. 0 Publication.
O Appropriate action. [0 Preparation of draft of reply. [ Signature.
O O O

Remarks:

requests will probably be received.
AG 201 - Barrow, Joseph

This is the second request received for this soldier's presence, and more
‘ Attention is invited to 3rd Indorsement
i L. (2-21-42)EC dated March 7, 1942.

Ly Incls, - \; gl »
nformal reply in this space and on reverse side, turning lgoM edge up)
SSB z@}Qqa rrow, Joe Louis - (2~6=42) WR LAM/ eaw
O iy Th j
s RN e Adjutant Genergl
WART

RECEIYV

March 14, 1942,

Not 2 matter pertaining to The Special Services Branch.
The activities of Joe Louis Barrow sre under -the jurisdietion of the

Commending General, Second Corps Area, therefore it is recommended
thet 211 future communications of this nature be referred to thet

headquarters.
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Mr. Stephen Early
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Early:

I am writing you at this time to see if it would
be possible for you to get Joe Louis a furlough so that
he could appear at Milwaukee on Sunday, March 29, 1942,
at 3 P. M. I am holding a Joe Louis Day in order to
stimulate the sale of Defense Bonds and Stamps.

The citizens of Milwaukee and the rest of Wisconsin
would like to have Joe Louis here for the Sunday in March.
The National Advancement of Colored People Organization
of Chicago said that if we could possible have Mr. Louis
here we could do a tremendous job at selling bonds and
stamps. The people in Milwaukee are in the right spirit

~and I am sure will cooperate.

I understand that Joe Louls is fighting for the Army

Fund on March 27th but I thought this could be arranged so.

as not to interfere with the fight.

I know that a letter from you to Joe Louis would be
very influential in getting Joe here to Milwaukee.

I would your doing anything you can for me in this
regard. If necessary, kindly take the matter up with the

. proper sources.

Kindly write me as soon as possible in regard to the
above so that I may complete my plans for this Joe Louis
Day.

At my Defense Rally on" February 22nd I sold $1250 worth

St Wb

e |

of Bonds and Stamps. Prior to this time the Negpos in Milwaukee

had purchased $3300 worth of the same.

Keep them flying, Mr.%j‘,’ﬁ?d my blessings to all
at the White House. c:\

& "u.}\. “"_\‘"

MAR 11 1942 \ Lag" Sincerely,
b oy ‘l’w)' i v

D.A{Ni TRAVIS
, i : | ;

Box 10
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VETRANS ADMINISTRATION
WwooD, WIS,
March 2nd 1942,
DAN TRAVIS
POST OFFICE BOX 10
Wood Wis.

Miss Ruthjane Rumelt --

My dear Miss Rumelt:

Your letter of February 26th was received. Regret that
Mr, Early is out of the City, but I would appreciate your bringing my
letters to his attention with further reference of a possibility of Joe
Louis appearing for Defense Rally Program in Milwaukee Sunday Afternoon
March 29th at 3:00 P.M,

We are looking forward to between 4000 and 5000 to attend,
and we want to drive the sales on the Defense Bonds in this City and the
Area of Milwaukee and vicinity to $100,000. from the 29th of March to the
B8isthof March, and I am sure that I can do this by having my good friend
Joe Louis eppear, so I trust that lir, Early may do his-utmost to secure
Joe Louis for this appearance,

I would appreciate of Mr. Early contacting Joe Louis im-
mediately at his Training Camp, I have written him a couple of letters
air mail regarding this appearance, but as therefore, stated in my
previous letter, a letter from Mr, Early would give a better impression
and I feel that Joe will accept the invitation, We are praying that you
and the War Department will let us have Joe for this good worthy cause.
I await your reply with much interest, KEEP THEM FLYENG,

Very truly yours,

/s/ DAN TRAVIS

COPY INGCL, # L
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; Wisconsin, Box 10
5. 1942

My dear Mr, BEarly:

I am writing you at this time to infomm
you that I have been in Chicago ever since londay,
March 2, making plans for the Defense Rally Program
and the Joe Lewis' Day for March 29 for Milwaukee.

I am sure that you have received my
communication with the possibility of obtaining Joe
Lewis to appear in Milwaukee March 29 for this
worthy cause.

The National Advancement of Colored People
of Chicago as well as many other specific groups
sends best regards to you and the President, I have
been getting fine cooperation from the Defense Savings
Staff office of Chicago since I have been here.

This will also acknowledge with thanks Miss
Ruthjane Rumelt's note of February 26 informing me of
your absence from Washington.

S P
I et

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Dan Travis

cory 1nc1. ¥4

pommm—
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"~ INNEDIATS ACTION
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AG+
201 Barrow J:lnh lst Ind, MEN:LN

Rar . 0,
Department, A. G. 0., Wareh 19, 1942, To the Commending General,

For
umm"ﬂm".‘f-‘m"”"’"‘m"“"

By order of the Secretary of War:

i Adjutant Genersl.,
3-19-42, ;
\W‘%
J
|
i
:
9
B
S
ol
' IMNE JTATE ACTION ""L:
, 4 -
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AG 201 Barrow, Joe Louis March 19, 1942,
(3=6=42) EC v
¥r. Dan Travis, J
Veterans Administration, :
Wood, Wisconsin.
! -, MW.&IMM“WW-‘ j
n.mm,.wmmdmmum-m Zﬂ

at & defense rally to be held in Milwaukee, Wiseonsin, Narch 29,
' 1942, have been referred to the War Department for consideration.
Inssmuch as this metter comes under the jurisdiction of
the Commanding General, Second Corps Area, Governors Island, New
York, your telegram and letters have been transmitted to that officer
for appropriate sction and direot reply to you.
Very truly yours,

W[/

| S SR S _ N T i, TS R—— i e e it e e Al i S
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AG 201 Barrow, Joe Louls
(L= )10
; ey b, 1942,
Mise Dorothy

~ Your letter of April 21, 1942, addvessed %o the Secretary of War,
ooncerilng the matter of obtaining appropriate recognition for J
Louis and other colored soldiers, has been referred to this office for
consideration and reply,

Under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved July 9 ’
the kedal of Homor may be awarded for conspioucus gallantry and
i%y; the Distinguished Service Cross, for extraordinary herolsmj the
mnmmmm,mwmmmud
the Silver Star, for gallantry im action, In addition there are the
Purple l!mtﬁ_vhld:\ur be awvarded for wounds received im sctiony the
Soldier's iedal, for herolsa not involving motual conflliet with an enemy,

the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distinguished Service Hedsl,

¥

s/ Archival Programs Division
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File No. 10.69-Philadelphra
i 24—&1 42)OF .

From: --oﬂims.!;Division.--muu..-Ro.o.m-léo_é--_.--.
Subject: -__-..Pnanntation__af__;Qving__cup-.&q__J.Qé_.lmxu

To:
* [0 The Adjutant General.
3 General Ulio.
0 General Carter.
O General Rose.
O Executive Officer.
O Plans and Training Officer.
O Administrative Assistant, A. G. O.
O Officers’ Division.
L'_l Reserve Division.

',r\ WAR DEPARTMENT

'H%ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE

INFORMAL ACTION SHEET

To:

[0 Miscellaneous Division.

O Publication Division.

O C. C. C. Division.

0 World War Division.

O Old Records Division.

O Administrative Assistant, W. D.’
O Executive Officer, Office of Under

ted Division.
Director. Bureau d

=
S 4
Date ___April 24, 1942.
To: To:
O Executive Officer, Office of Assist- | [1 Chief of Finance.
ant Secretary of War for Air.

O Chief of the Morale Branch.

O Chief of the Air Corps.

O Chief of Cavalry.

O Chief of Chaplains.

O Chief of the Chemical Warfare
Servi

O Chief of Infantry.

[ The Inspector General.

O The Judge Advocate General.

[ Chief of the National Guard

Bureau.

O Chief of Ordnance.

ce. O The Quartermaster General.
Secretary of War. . g
‘tu'y At : [0 Chief of Coast Artillery. O Chief Signal Officer.
[ Executive Oﬁcer.fq‘f;ice of Assist- | [ Chief of Engineers. - O The Surgeon General.
ant Secretary of War. [ Chief of Field Artillery. i e
fDPublic Relat 1onl____ o EI5E0 s ity

For: For:
O Approval or disapproval. % O File.
O Instructions as to action desired. 0 Comment or concurrence. Issuance of orders.
O Your information. [0 Data on which to base reply. O Publication.
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