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National Office
717 Florida A iy Ne Wo
.Washington,'! D. C.

October 6, 1941

Mr. Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War
War Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Press reports quote champion Joe Louis as expressing his full determi-
nation to do his bit in the army to beat Hitler., '

The National Negro Congress regards this statement by the champion as
an important contribution to building national unity in support of the
President 's program of defense. P

May we urge m, therefore, to see to it that Joe Louis has an opportunity e |
to exercise his f talents in the armed forces of our country in a way

commensurate with the position he occupies in thé hearts of the Negro people
and all the American people,

Joe Louis is a champion whose high type of sportsmanship has won for him
the love and respect of the entire American people. More than any other single
individual in the history of American sports, Joe Louis represents the highest
expression of our country's democratic tradition. Throughout his ring career
his great ability as a fighter has been matched by a characteristic modesty
and insistence on fair play that has made him the fdol of American youth
regardless of race, creed or color.
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At the end of his bout with Lou Nova, which marked his nineteenth victory
in defense of his crown, he voiced the anti-Hitler sentiment of the entire
Negro people when he said, "Maybe my next fight will be against Max Schmeling
somewhere in no-man's land, and I won't be pulling punches.”
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In this statement, we believe that the champion veiced the Negro people's
full understanding of the menace of Hitler slavery which faces our country ,
today, and their determination to give the fullest support to President
Roosevelt's program calling for the military defeat of Hitler fascism.
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The National Negro Congress believes that America's armed forces will
have in Joe Louis a champion of democracy, whose-great influence among white
as well as Negro troops, can become a key factor in building National Unity,
in giving America the strength to administer a knockout blow to the forces
of Hitlerism.,

We shall appreciate receiving from you an expression of your sentiment
on this matter.
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WAR DEPARTMENT =
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S ow*

Reren 70 AG. 201 Baxrﬁ Louis b
(1-11-42)RE January 24, 1942.
| . MEMORANDUM for The Assistent Chief of Staff, G-1.

Subject: Appointment in the Army of the
United States.

r_ 1. Attention is invited to the attached letter from
Walter Green Post, American Legion, Baltimore, Maryland,
concerning the commissioning of Joe Louis Barrow.

2. In view of the prominence of Louis and the publicity
surrounding his induction, the request is submitted to your
office for appropriate action.

3. 1 recommend favorable action, “f"”‘- W
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| ~ Major General, ‘
ir‘ The Adjutant General. J
| 1 Inclosure: '
‘ Let. of 1-11-42, 1"

REOD - G-1 JAN 26 1942 3‘.
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