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March 6th, 1945.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington,D.Ce

My dear Mr. President:

I am taking this means to
request that the rank of World Champion Joe Louis
be raised above that of Sergeant to that of a
Cormissioned Officer of the Army. May I bring to
your attention the fact that former Champions Gene
Tunney and Jack Dempsey have been given the rank of
Commander in the U.S.Navye

Sgt. Louis is representative of
the best ideals of Americanism and supported by

millions of Americans, for this reason, Mr. President

I urge your favorable consideratione.

Yours sincerely, «)
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Detroit in its itinerary.
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War Departamt to send outstmding officersnd heroes

participate in our prograa. We wuld deeply sppreciste the
partd cipetion of Sgt. Joe Loule.

Ay woperation that you might give us in meking
for the success of this worale-bullding patriotic project
will be much spprecisted.
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: VIA AIR MAIL

SPECIAL DELIVERY
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. Secretary of War
2 War Department

Wachington, D. C.

This image was digitized by:
National Personnel Records Center
Archival Programs Division




This image was digitized by:
National Personnel Records Center




BEST WISHES

FOR
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR %%

CITY OF CHICAGO

EDWARD J. KELLY

MAYOR

February 26
1945

Mr, W, Louis Davis, President-Director,
American Negro Music Festival, Inc.,
3456 South State Street,

Chicago 16, Illinois,

Dear Mr, Davis:

It was a real pleasure to recelve your
recent letter announcing that the American Negro Music
Festival will again be held in Chicago next summer for
the sixth consecutive year.

I know that this information will be
received as good news by all the people in Chicago,
who have come to look upon this annual event as one of
the outstanding muslcal cecaslions of the year.

The American Negro's contribution to
the cultural 1ife of our country have been rich indeed,
attracting, deservedly, world wide recognition as an
intregral part of our national musical tradition,
Beyond this, 1t 1s universally recognized that such a
festival immeasurably advances the cause of harmonious
race relations and arts, as an effective stimulus
generally to home front morale.

With best wishes for success to you

and your associates, I am
Sinceii:y,
at ‘ | |



EDWARD J. JEFFRIES, JR.
MAYOR

Cityy uf Debratt

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Februery 20, 1945

Mr. W. Louis Davis, President-Director
American Negro Music Festival, Inc.
Suite 311, Arcade Building

3456 S. State Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Davis:

The American Negro Music Festival has received
spontaneous acclamation in Detroit. The five annual festivals
give promise of success for the Sixth Annusl Americen Negro
Music Festival to be held at Briggs Stadium, Detroit, in
July, 1945.

Music is our most highly satisfactory and
convincing means of communication. Negro music has a variety
of expression which makes for universal appeal.,

1, therefore, in behalf of the people of our
city, welcome the festival to Detroit and anticipate it with

greet pleasure.

EJJ/f

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CiTY OF SAINT Louils

MISSOURI
A .P. KAUFMANN

. MAYOR

February 13, 1945

Mr. W. Louis Davis

President-Director, American Negro Music Festival
Suite 311, Arcade Building

3456 South State Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear My. Davis:-

The Annual American Negro Music Festival,
of which the sixth will be held in Chicago, Saint
Louis, and Detroit, is a most commendable contribu-
tion to music, as well as an inspiration to a great
body of our citisenship by giving them an opportunity
for a public display of their great musical talents.

I am happy to endorse the Sixth Annual
Festival. Saint ILouis is looking forward with a
great deal of pleasure to the appearance of the par-
ticipants here.

Sincerely yours,

AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING ANNUAL CULTURAL EVENT

WIS SR ISR ISR e = —
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—— = — AMERICAN NEGRO MUSIC FLSTIVAL—"——

STATE OF MICHIGAN

OFFIGCE OF THE GOVERNOR EXEGUTIVE OFFICE

SPRINGFIELD

LANSING
DWIGHT H.GREEN
GOVERNOR HA‘::;:;BF;NT:;LLY ¢ March 12, 1945
February 20, 1945
Mr. W. Louls Davis,
President-Director,
American Negro Music Festival, Inc.,
Arcade Building - Suite 311, o Mr. W. Louils Davis, President-Director
3456 South State Street, American Negro Music Festival, Inc.
Chicago, 16, Illinois. Suite 311, cade Bullding
3456 South State Street

My dear Mr. Davis: Chicago 16, Illinols

Thank you for writing me with regard Dear Mr. Davils:
to the plans now being made for the Sixth Annual
American Negro Music Festival. It is good to know I am pleased to hear that the 6th Annual American
that this year's Festival, like that of 1944, is Negro Music Festival will be held in Detroit in
to be presented in St. Louls, Detroit and Chicago. July of this year. These events are not only mile

stones 1n the development of American culture, but

Because of the stimulus it provides. for should also serve to cement the bonds of understand-
new talent, for its notable contribution to inter- ing between Americans of all races.
racial good-will and for its fine interpretation of + ' .
musical values, this great Festival deserves the You have my heartiest good wishes for a successful
most cordial public response. festival.

I am glad of this opportunity to assure Sinceyely,

you of my continuing friendly interest in this annual
musical event, and to extend my best wishes for a
highly successful season.

ernor

Sincerely yours, HFK:ct
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1945

My dear Mr, Davis:

I am glad to know that your organizauon is now completing
_ plans for the sixth annual American Negro Music Festival. The 19Lk
? programs, witnessed by thousands of American citizens in Chicago,
e : / St. Louis and Detroit, contributed much to interracial morale on
‘ = the home front and -- through shortwave broadcasts — to the unity
' of our fighting farces abroad.

Our country has long recognized the generous gifts of the
e ' American Negro to our musical tradition. This recognition is in-
, creasingly being shared by our Allies. American Negrc soldiers

o e have not only carried our arms tc all theatres of war; they have
alsc carried with them the musical heritazes of our nztional culture.
The concert of one hundred fifty Negro soldiers in the Royal Albert
Hall in London and the tour of this group through the towvms and
cities of Imgland and France have helped to strengthen the boncs
which wnite us in a common cause.

- Today, many of these soldiers, along with tens of thousands
of other Americans, starnd on the soil of Germany itself, The pres-
entation of the sixth annual American Kegro Music Festival this year
should do more than accentuate a2 great tradition. Through increasing
ouwr own appreciztion of democracy and of each other, your prosrams :
should help all Americans to realize that the unity which was so
vital far victory is no less vital for peace —— at home as well as

b abroad.
Very sincerely yours
- I Posrrte
A IO T
/\'7',‘
® A Dt 2N Mr. .. Louis Davis, .
Ll 3\ Fresident-Director,
Ui 1048 ‘ American Negro Music Festival,

254 Couvth State Street,
ohicego 1¢, Illinois.

L e R PR TR e SRR S (ki o a2 L
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PAUL
ROBESON

and

ANNE
BROWN

Some of the Stars and National
Figures Who Have Appeared on the
Festival Programs

Roland Hayes, Boston
Paul Robeson, New York
Richard Bonelli, California
Todd Duncan, New York
Anne Brown, New York
The Southernaires, New York
Wings Over Jordan, Cleveland
Eddie South, California
Portia White, Halifax, Nova Scotia
Mme. Lillian Evanti, Washington, D. C.
Muriel Smith, New York
W. C. Handy, New York
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, Washington, D. C.
Noble Sissle and Orchestra, New York
Una Mae Carlisle, New York
Dorothy Donegan, Chicago

Sgt. Ve o P —

Pat O'Brien, Hollywood
Commander Daniel W. Armstrong, Great Lakes
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, Hollywood
Don Ameche, Hollywood
Canada Lee, New York
Jack Brickhouse, Chicago
John B. Kennedy, New York

Langston Hughes, New York
Maurice Rocco, California

Mayor Edward J. Kelly, Chicago
Major George Spencer Roberts, War Hero

Captain Charles Hall, War Hero
Great Lakes Choir and Band
Little Johnny, Jr., Philip Morris, New York
La Julia Rhea, Chicago
William Franklin, Chicago
Napoleon Reed, Chicago
Robert Keith McFarren, Chicago
Prof. J. Wesley Jones, Chicago
Dr. Mack Evans, Chicago
Geraldine Overstreet, Chicago

This image was digitized by:
National Personnel Records Center
Archival Programs Division

" ENDCRSEMENTS

President Franklin D. Roosevelt

United States Treasury Department

Governor Dwight H. Green, Illinois

Mayor Edward J. Kelly, Chicago

Chicago Association of Commerce

Chicago Church Federation

Mayor A. P. Kauffmann, St. Louis

Governor Harry F. Kelly, Michigan

Mayor Edward J. Jeffries, Jr., Detroit

The Consuls of The United Nations in

Chicago, St. Louis and Detroit

)

In 1944, Mayor Edward J. Kelly pro-'
claimed July 3 to 8, ‘“AMERICAN NEGRO
MUSIC APPRECIATION WEEK” in Chicago.
This unusual honor was bestowed upon the
Festival.in recognition of its outstanding
contribution to interracial goodwill and
unity.

. BUILDING
 Ynten-nacial Goodwill
THRU MUSIC

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Whipple Jacobs
W. Louis Davis
John H. Sengstacke
Arthur W. Sewell..
C. Novella Trotter..
Dr. Edward W. Beasley
Charles P. Browning

Jesse A. Jacobs

Chairman
President-Director
Vice-President
...Secretary-Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

John Chamberlin
Mrs. Joe Louis

% A Great Achievement
% With Great Stars
% For A Great Cause

SPONSORS’ COMMITTEE

MRS. JOE LOUIS, Chairman
JOHN CHAMBERLIN, Vice-Chairman
E. YOUNG GAY, Secretary

Britton I. Budd Guy E. Reed
Joseph M. Cudahy Hon. E. M. Sneed
Bertram J. Cahn Jeffrey R. Short
Cong. Wm. L. Dawson W. Ellis Stewart
Prof. Thomas A. Dorsey Silas H. Strawn
W. O. Edwards Harold H. Swift
Prof. J. Wesley Jones

The sale of War Bonds and Stamps has been
an important phase of the Festival programs
since Pearl Harbor.

AMERICAN NEGRO MUSIC
FESTIVAL, INC.

Executive Offices:

Suite 302-11, Arcade Building
3456 South State Street

CHICAGO 16, ILL.
Telephone: VICtory 0161-0230

Presented in 1944

CHICAGO - ST. LOUIS - DETROIT




AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING ANNUAL CULTURAL EVENT

The AMERICAN NEGRO MUSIC
FESTIVAL had its beginning in Chi-
caBo in 1940. Last year, because of the
unequaled success of this Chicago Inter-
racial Goodwill project, the program
was presented in Detroit and St. Louis
also.

THE AMERICAN NEGRO MUSIC
FESTIVAL OBJECTIVES

1. To present on the same concert
stage internationally known Concert
Artists, Choral Groups, Movie Stars
and Musicians at a price within the
reach of ALL.

2. To stimulate interracial goodwill
and to develop a keener and more
human understanding between all racial
groups.

3. To develop hidden talént in the
hope of discovering another “Paul
Robeson,” *“Marian Anderson,” or
other cultural successes.

4. To make voluntary financial con-
tributions to war relief agencies and
other worthy charities.

* * *

PRESS COMMENTS

There was vast evidence this year of
“The trapscendent musical genius of
the Negro race” to which the Rev. Kirk
B. O’Ferral, Dean of St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral, paid tribute in a brief address he
delivered at the 5th annual American
Negro Music Festival. But there was
greater evidence and more heartening
portent for those who decry the poison
passion of race prejudice in the sblidar-
ity of great artists, black and white,

W. C. Handy (top), now 70 years old, plays his own “St. Louis Blues.” Center row, left: Part of

the crowd that attended the festival. (Right, top), Mme. Lillian Evanti, soprano star of Negro

opera; (right, below), Portia White, Canadian contralto, hailed as a possible successor to Marian

Anderson. Bottom row (left), Richard Bonelli, baritone star of the Metropolitan Opera;

(center), part of the 1,000-voice chorus; (right), Don Ameche of Hollywood, who spoke briefly
in a plea for an end to race prejudice and a pledge to unity.

who participated in the fine program
presented before a huge mixed audi-
ence. And for reasons well known to
the citizens of Detroit, it is good that
such a democracy of musical talent
represented by the Festival for the past
five years, shed its blessings on this city.
DETROIT NEWS

July 13, 1944
By JOHN FINLAYSON

* * *

The Fifth Annual American Negro
Music Festival was undoubtedly the out-
standing interracial cultural and patri-
otic event of the season.

THE CHICAGO DEFENDER
July 14, 1944

* * *

More than 15,000 white and Negro
citizens of the greater St. Louis area
were given a rare treat when they were
permitted to witness the Fifth Annual
American Negro Music Festival pre-
sented for the first time in St. Louis at
Sportsman’s Park.

PITTSBURGH COURIER
July 22, 1944

* * *

In addition to its interracial offering,
the Festival is staged to foster inter-
racial goodwill and to uncover hidden
talent. It climaxes the celebration of
“American Negro Music Appreciation
Week” proclaimed by Mayor Edward J.
Kelly, honoring the Fifth Annual
American Negro Music Festival.

CHICAGO TIMES
July 7, 1944
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| EDUCATIONAL
SMcBofuell Memorial ommumity PresbyterianjChurch
21st and Golumbia Auermue
Philadelphia, ?"

REV. ARTHUR E RANKIN, PASTOR
Resident: 3105 Haverford Avenue

September 15
19 45
Commanding Officer ‘ A
Special Service Office v D\
War Department ol \%/
Pentagon Building A ’\J“x‘ Y
Washington, D. Ce ()\ Q\)

Dear Sir:

Our organization, known as the National Negro Hall of Fame
Directors, is giving a Benefit Show and Reception to build a Hall
of Fame to house the records and histories of famous Negro athletes.
The date of the atfair is October 11, 1945.

We have also elected Sergeant Joe Lewis to be the first person
to have his name onrolled in this Hall of Fame.

We want to give him a suita.blo award at this event, and a
certificate of merit as an outstanding example of influence and
conduct to our youth in America.. .

- We request you grant him permission to be present and receive
these awards at this time.

Respectfully yours, ’ |

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO
HALL OF FAME

Reve Arthur Ee Rankin
Chairman

Percy K. Cherry
Secretary

e &Y ?"”“1 K- M

xﬂ?p T m i »
¥

i w&wm-w :eu./}* s
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES i p N . i

g
Ao | & TRANSMITTAL SHEET
£t 1 ; |
— f ___FRB/sm
FILE No. gpgpp 201 SUBJECT
Barrow, Joseph Louis Joseph Louis Barrow
T0— The Adjutant General FROM—gSpecial Services DATE 18 Sept 45 COMMENTNo. |
Boom 4110 Div, ASF, LaSalle Bldg
Munitions Building ‘
1, For appropriate action.
{ 2. Subject enlisted man is not under the assignment jurisdiction of this
' Division,
Y 3., Official name and ASN: Joseph Louis Barrow, 32193789, : i
|
4, Writer of basic communicetion has been notified of this action.
FOR THE DIRECTOR; J
RANKIN Re. BOONE ’
Colonel, Infantry
Chief, Personnel & Administration :
Special Services Division |
|
i
|WDJ :ﬁo 1945 01 05 $%memm$&A3§umm§&% 12;“;&;9«, 16—038245-2 ero
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AGPE-A 201 Barrow, Jub.
(15 sep 45)

The Reverend Artlmr E. Rankin
Chairman

21 September 1945

The Executive Committee of the National Negro Hall of Fame
McDowell Hemorial Community Presbyterian Church 3 : -

2lst and Columbia Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Sir:

I have your letter of 15 September 1945, requesting that
Sergeant Joe Lewis Barrov (Joe Louis) be permitted to attend a
| Benefit Show and Reception in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 11

October 1945, at which your organization desired to present him with e e

o suitable avard and & certificate of merit.

I am pleased to inform you that the Commanding Officer of

Sergeant Barrow has been authorized to grant him such furlough as

may be mecessary in order for him to attend the sbove mentioned

Benefit Show and Receptiom om 11 October 1945, providing Sergeant
Barrow so desires ua there are mo military objections to the contrary.

e )
b‘ v 5‘ ‘A“J
£ h (7 . q
. K5, 385 }
O % . :
& t;;‘ & %y 5, : f
. Rl W i
‘:S\}“ 5 AR /;"
p # o\
4,# 0\ &
o

pe; nmtr It. Col. Ulmer
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Sincerely yours,

. B. Jormecn o
Bol. Br. Bxt 70008
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21 September 1945,

Commanding Officer
Camp Shanks, New York

1. The Executive Committee of the National Negro Hall 7
of Fame, McDovell Memorisl Community Presbyterian Church,
21st And Columbia Avemue, Philadelphia, Pemnsylvania, has 1\
requested that Sergeant Joe L. Barrow, 32193789, be permitted d
to attend a Benefit Show and Reception in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvenia, on 11 October 1945, which is being given for
the purpose of bullding a Hall of Fame to house the records
and hostories of famous Negro tes, at wvhich time they

desire to present him with a sultable award and certificate ;%i
of merit. . &
2. TYou are authorized to grant such furlowgh as may 1

be necessary in order that fergeent Barrow attend the
above mentioned event on 11 October 1945, y&ﬂuhu
desires and there are mo military objections,

§

BY ORDER OF THE SECRUTARY OF ViR z

B ‘ }

= : Ad t . ;

¥i‘% "’ ’ 7 A ﬁ:‘
& 2% . B. JOrmsOn JTe
{:i ,’?.- / Bnl, Br. Ext 79008

*;? e ; v
g "“-;;:‘jis |
per tgstr Lt. Col. Ulmer o
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OONSIDIRATION
CENCWLEDGMENT
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[ o -
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widkaty 10 the Pramidein

'The President
Washingten, D. C.

Sir?

and general trends ef racial discrimination inte a mement

[
e
|

——

have an inescapable way of doing.

participated in our natienal defence welfare, have been

commi ssiened as officers, in regard fer their werk and werth
as merale bullders. They were men of eur race, Mr, Joe Leuis

served, but he has net been se recegnized.

Last night at Madisen Square Garden, New Yerk City,

thousands witnessed Mr. Louls repeatedly prove himself a most
excellent type of gentleman; in his regard fer his epponent,
Three times they saw that quality particularily expressed.

o e —_ e ———

It 1s ne small thing to be faithful te ene's ewn view of
himself as a true gentlemsn in everyday life; much less in
an atmesphere of extreme excitement and activity. Certailnly
it is ne small thing te de, when one is of a race not generally
and it seems very rarely admitted te be capable ef the gualities

they se often actually express.

Booker T. Washingten ence said, "The highest test of the
civilization of a race is its willingness to extend a helping

hand te the less fortunate." A worthwhile recegnitien te
ir., Jee Leuls, especlally if made at-your

that yeu will gladly act upen it in this case.
I have the hener to remain, sir,
Yours faithfu‘lfj? R i
AL ) /. é/ /"" bs /,é/j f’fg'if-’?:.- .
- /}m&zf . & [/ = coni - WY

208-16 - 34th Avenue
Bayside, Leng Island, New Yerk

June 20, 1946,
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TEULLYT DOFERT

An item has ceme to attention, that fecuses particular

for a deed of kindness. Such a deed as can help reverberate
beyend our scope of visien, as small deeds of true kindness

<t has been neted that fermer bexing champions, whe have

suggestien, weould
encourage milliens, whe are new struggling fer higher views ef
themselves and with other'a_a&ygppous views of them. 1 have
confidence that you are such a‘man to knew that a little kind-
ness 1s ne small thing, whem dropped in the heart's deep well,
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Mr, Barold Gilbvers
208-16 34th Avenue
Bayeide, Long Island, New York

Dear Mr, Gilbdert:

1 refer to your recent letter concerning & commission in the
::ﬂ;:u' Reserve Corps for Mr, Joe Louls, a former enlisted man
n ‘m. b

At the present time appointments in the Officers’ Reserve Corps
are restricted to recent Reserve Officers' Training Corps graduates
and certain commissioned officers who are now being relieved from
active duty and are physically qualified for military service,

Aray regulations governing the Officers' Reserve Corps neces-
sarily will be revised to conform with such statutes as may be enacted
to govern the postwar « The revised regulations and other infor-
mation concerning the cers' Reserve Corps will de given wide
publicity throughout the Army and in the press., However, until such
time as final determination is made, there is no provieion for the
consideration of applicante other than as outlined in the preceding

Sincerely yours,

EDWARD ¥, WITSELL
Najor General V. B. Golesbieshi -
The Adjutant General

File in Enlisted 201 File “
es/1 Jul 46 S

This image was digitized by:
National Personnel Records Center
Archival Programs Division




;Ltﬁ LA,

Rec In Sec TAGO WashDC ¢ 2
; UNCLAS - Your L9/ ep for
© Hist Br Compt Div from ACAR-SS SRR

- P a

y 2 . ! e L 4 ; '~_ T tr{ &
Joe W&m %II” 769 was lld.?ttt_t Camp Shanks New e
| ; Wy b A e T aci
; Iwkcn!’lovlﬁhutq&%mrplmvm ——
| #’ &, s

i i f .
?:_ » r ‘ ¥ ""“ﬂ

F

&

This image was digitized by:
National Personnel Records Center
/ Archival Programs Division




‘LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL

PRIORITY DESIGNATION (If Any)

Barron Joe Louis T
SEARCH REQUES - nse 1400/17 Sep
32 193 789
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