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j B ! / WILLIAN J. DOTWVAT
z’ e : Born: January 1, 1773
i ?fT*§? Buffalo, lew York
R b
In June and July, 1953, an applicant-type - '&?%Eg_
investiretinn was conducted by thia Bureau oosncerning the LA
captioned individual, Results of thls investigat yere WY
fipnished tn the White ouse on July 15, 1953, A%.ths . o
racuest ~f the %White fouse, you cre referred to thé “ffige e
of the ‘"norable Sharman &dams sh-mlil you dealre tho
da nlle” roanits of this investiratisn. (77-50706) |
The foroisinr inform tion im furnisiod to you as A
a result of your reguest for an FBI file check and is not to -
s be conatrued as a clearance or a nonclscr:nce of the Inlividnel ??
i involved. This information is loaned for your =2se end is om
nat to be :diaseminated outside 07 your & '¢acy. : )
dris and-oae to "N } A
fee recli: 106/72/57 :
L. V. Grongulst/ckb /- ¢
(4} Yo ' R
Kote: 0iII name check request in connecti~n with global E§§
stratesy mezting to be held by Wavy in 1957, Donovan was Lol
former head of Iffice of Stretegic Services. 'Two informeonts
friled to recomuend him in view of his "soft" treztment of ,
communists in organizations under his contrni. He alliegediy -
herded a committes to aslk the President to oust Senatnor :
¥eTarthy., Glizabeth Tentky before HCUA identiled 5 individoals
as her contzcits in 0SS 8t time subj headed the »rganlzation,
'snovan's name appersrs as sponsor of September, 193, Issue
oi" "Equal Justics," & monthly publicatinn »f Intcrnati-nel
Tebor Delecnse, cited by California Comniittse, Thambuirs
testified before HOUVA thet Nat:an Viitt wes nead 2f CF nnder- v
rround at end of 1930's, Witt formerly employnd in Lonnvau's
. #1nw firm 1932-33, 7SIt referred to Whitce Hous~ for eopy »F
H investi~atin on July 10, 1956,
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-y Memorandum ;g
‘4 SEC T Comp. Syst,
TO . MR, BASSATT ; October 22, 1974 A —
N Gan, Inv. ke
- AL&INFO-RMATION CONTAINED Classift b__" Kant. 5’17—/
’.‘j: ~ IH IS UPCLASS F : u‘ss"l ic y Irup-e:!n: P
<. FROM : R D, COTTER %F . ot X IED_... Frempt i/ GDS nrett, 4
e LEEFT WHERE oHOﬂl{ P emy fimile -
) ODTHERWISE : .- a Date of Derfygsi lq,:m‘o Ladelind Loboratery

Plan, & Eval, _

m{ % IU ," Spec. Inv.
\ supJecT: REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO FBI RECORDS r.,......,\:
_ A,

el
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGP;:NCY /wt;%m

e Rm. __

A o 6) rrrrrr ) £ Director Sec'y
= ROl ) ‘i:f’ ST ar .
' i : < b i/ o (: 3 938 S
:bb This memorandum recoramends that on é carefully cont % d basis \F‘,_

we allow a review of certzin historical FBI records b

msfudy ol evenls cGuring period (1940 - 1947) Wthh led to establishment i<
of CIA. | 3 W

During December, 1973, we offered no cbjection to the release t
'of various 1940 - 1942 documents regexrding these matters which had benn
¢ prepared by Director J. Idgar Hoover and other FBI officials and
- had located in the Axchives. ﬁn the Spring of 1974, the resulis o
. to date was published by CIA as a special .,upp]cment to its scries
- Intelligence , ' which was classified "Secret” (copy at’cache% ,...;,« ~.oy
RECORDED T

sl e
Fpersonally contacted me, as the Bureau's;Ppcument Cl'!.ss1f1-
Catmn ficer, on 10/3/74 and expressed the hope that he could be grantdd access

to acditional FBI records during the 1940 - 1947 period to assist-him inhis~eon-

tinning studies. At my suggestion, he has D)ur@rporated his request in the attac

letter ‘:hxch was forwarded by letter of 10/10/74 from

t“,c- c_;ﬂ"‘ In his no_ms cited the Iollowmg areas of partlcular 1Lter~es TR el
Stephenson's activities in the United States: ! Jationship with President
Roosevell

ek
w7l b

Eanclc :
“ % 1 - Messrs. Adams, Basseit, Wannall (Att Schwartz), Mintz (Att: Far rmgton)
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett -
Re: st for Access to FBI Records selfET
CIA ‘ '
a separate memorandum will be submitted detailing any material which( N
would be interested in using. v

ACTION

H you approve, arrangements will be made witl-to proceed under
the above-outlined conditions.

N7 W

ADDENDUM BY INTELLIGENCHE DIV,: WRY:1ml 10/23/74

ccordingly, 1t 1s reccormende
atter the Bureau's Document Classification Officer has compiled

materi ich he feels may be of such nature that it can be offered
to ror his recview, such material be reviewed both by the
}Inte spcince Division and the Division of Legal Counsel prior to its
being exhibited to HMr. Troy(’
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
Re: Request for Access to FBI Records

e FBI's collaboration with G-2 and ONI in the formation of the
. elligence Service" (QTC}\ and FBI - G-2 disagreement as to the scope

of SIS Operatlons the role of Commodore Vincent Astor as a special mtelhgence
advisor to Mr. Rocgevelt begin BI's attitude towards Major

organiza
and OSS,

T Ll ‘tgw;‘m;ip .),“ e

%an m defining the jurisdiction of the Coordinator of Information

_Ipf‘tpr points out that access to Bureau records in these

areas is !or official and classﬁled use and that no publication of our xﬁate_r:1al
would be made without the FBI's prior concurrence, In my discussion with

records, he will not publish anything, either as a CIA document or otherwise,
without our specific approval.

OBSERVATIONS

This request appears to be a valid one aimed at a legitimate historical
purpose. In view of the lapse of time involved, it is most unlikely that disclosure
of any of the material involved would jeopardize any current Bureau sources or
operations or would otherwise warrant classification under terms of the existing
guidclines as set forth in Executive Order 11652, Our main concern would be to
not release any material which would represent an invasion of the privacy of the

various individuals involved. It is unlikely that much material of this type would

hn i ol a
be involved, however, since the files would consist almost entirely of copies of

official correspondence {memoranda or letters between the Bureau and other
agencies).

l Under the circumstances, it is felt that we should accede to this request
with the following caveats to be agreed to in advance by

) -I . 111 . heck logical B:xreau Eileg Efncern‘mg the topics of interest to
- limin ii’ig any material which mignt Ser ve O wnici oulerw
appears de51rab1e to grant access to), Thereafter, I will arrange to haveﬁ
review thxs material in our space and under my personal supervision. I will
further obtai greement to obtain our specific clearance to quote or copy
material from an rticular item as well as to submit for our ;irior approval any

material he plans to publish based on FBI material. Following’ eview,
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Mrs. hlildred Stegall

The VSS has not been the subject of an investigation
by the £BI and our files reveal no derogatory information concerning
it. It was the intention, in 1948, that the V55 would be organized
inte chapters of fifteen or more persons in any county, city, town
or village throughout the country and vas to be an "entirely civilian
organization.” No additional pertinent information has been received
concerning the VSS since that time.

_ T

A copy of this communication has not been sent to
the Attorney General.

Sincerely yours,
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_ group, nor was it to become in any way a ‘'preassure group” in
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November 16, 1967

BY LIALSON

mrs, Mildred Stegall
‘The White House
Waehington, D. C.

Dear lirs. Stegall:

-~

Referehqg is made to your naihq check request
concerning the William o N\pDonovan Award and tiwYeterans of
Steategic Services., :

The central files of the FBI reveal no information .
identificble with the William J. Donovan Award, which is prcb- R
ably an award established in honor of William J, Donovan, who
was born on January 1, 13883, at Duffalo, iieww zork, and who
¢ied in s'ebruary, 1969, During “vorld '\, ar Ii, Lir, Donovan
was the head of the Uffice of Strategic fervices (VS3).

QOur files further reveal that in l:ay, 1948, infor- -
mation was received that Mr. Donovan and a group of former
members of the USS incorporated a national society to be knonn
as the Yeterans of Strategic Services (VSE). The statement o
objectives of the V5SS noted that the objectives of thig organication
were of a social, histovical and fraternal ncture. A jurther par- _ |
pose of this organization was to perpetuate the history of the war- REC 39 ”
time records oi CEE among their fellow Americans, and at theey.
same time to permit all former members of C5S to Iamiliari;v -5970"5'
tiemselves more fully with the accomplishinents of the various
branches oi OSS. It was specifically noted that the organizatic
was not to become the "political instrument” of any individual Qx, N~y 17 1967
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1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) ff) . /[4
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