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This reference 1s an article from the Chicago
”Dazly szes” for 9/22/40 entitled "Fear U.S. Harbors

Bi , hich w ¢ r1ahle tog, the Bureau

This
Ticliecs made

public by Secretary of Nauu Knor, as part of the nationul

defense program. Col. Williagm J. Donovan, having just re-

turned from a mission abroad on behalf of Secretary Knom,
wrote these ariicles in collaboration with Edgar.ﬁowrer

Soreign correspondent.

E1-7560-11245

(26)

SI 62-58216-1125
(91) (Article from
Washingion "Evening
Star', £/22/40)

This reference is a letter from Jol. Villiam J.
doncva an attorney at 2 Falls St., NYC, da

YA

n, ipd 8,00 /20
NYC _enclozing a letter he had received f‘ron* bb

i — . o7 T

infornation regerding a Géerman whose last name wes Fzs heqser.
This individual haed jJjust bought ¢ lake and surrounding laend

in Otsego County and had spent considerable money on the
place although he only lived there in the summer,
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on &8/29/40 letters were di rected to both- b 0
Pand Col. Donovan stating that an ent from Tne !
ouny Field Office would call upon for fur-

ther information.

65-203530-2

(96)

i The 8/23/40 issue of "Hemisphere', city and state
o not given, carried an article which stated that Roosevelt's
’;? announcement of pending exchange of aged U.S, destroyers

for British bases, and the Canadian « U.S. mutual dejence
‘\\ﬁ agreement, dramaticaelly brought to ligat the results of

- lengthy secret talks., Not made public, kowever, was the

' name of Roosevelt’s negotiator. No diplomat, the man who
e was sent to 8peak for the President in London was Col.

"¥ild Bi11" Donouaw World Far I commander of New York's
Fighiing 689th. Material for Donovan's newsnaper articles
on "European Fifth Colunn” was gathered during ronversaotions
with King George, Prime Minister Churchill and dozons of
lesser British dignitaries.

Avove article is one of
several newspaper clippings
making up this serial.
64-1000-31

(67)
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On 8/29/40 Congressman Wright Patman from Teras

appeared before a Special Hearing of the HCUA., Pairnan re-

Jerred to a report by Col. VWilliam Donovan and Fdgar Mow-
rer on the "fifth columns' in the U.S. which appeared in
an unidentified newspaper on 8/22/40 under the following
headline: "Strong 'Fifth Column' In United Stat-s could
Be Cur Undoing « Hitler conspiring for Forld Dominion -
Immense Suns Spent for Propaganda'. The full text of the
above article is set ocut in this reference.

Dies Committee Report,
Vol. 14, pg. 201

(74)

3 ount John de Poer-

[%

{ (1 f - ESC KR 15
dicari wgs ery good friend of Col., "RBi1l1" Wililiam Dono-
van.#wet Donovan at a cocktail party given by
Count eratcart at 410 Park Ave., NYC in September 1710,
Donovan was believed to have been asked to use his influence

in obtaining o visa for TJount de Perdicari to return to
Italy.

was; Alicag

85-31008-11

(27)
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er who in turn trans/
or Martin Dies.
(aouruc not piven)

Dot 20,000 to Thorkild Re
sum to thz campaign manager

—yer
Y
o

L
A confideniial source nd T oo that
Col, "illiar Donowvan wrs Jeiber’s £i: C iz
throushouy hig difficultiecs cver assceiat 5 itk
Vestrick ond could probably furnish pertinent deiails con-
ceraing Roiver's finagnciol dealings, although it was ncl
deerrd gqduizakle to interview Col. Donoven at thaot tirme,
e Yemo for the Jircector, &/770°
- No capiion given
- Go-10325-182
;ﬁ c(a8)
1 10/10,750 an unknown outside aonros in LFU,
madc aquailabdle informaticn concerning the Jounciel sor
Drmorracy.  CJcl. Willianm BSonoven was lisiz’ o3 o wotbesr of
the seord o his council,  Raymond Feen D iy Samio2? o
o~ o dircetors of 1live Council Far D' pevn2y shatar A
ire purpese o the councii was to rmal crLorrann o orit?
Jirghting for.,
Blind Yemo, ID/25%/1C N
- Re: uounuzl Jor Derocracy
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This reference 18 a letter to the Director dated
. 10/16/40 signed Bill (¥illiam J.) Donovan on the letterhead
of Donovan, Leisure, Newton and Lumbard, Attorneys and

Counselors et Low, 2 Wall St., NIC. JIn this le‘an
: nformation which he had received from
Moncerning the presen country of cervain
renc
a

=

contacts, and suggested 8 a contact for
information. Donovan also stat ank Knoxr had ask.d

that they get together for luncheon &sometime saonlzgké)

This letter was acknowledged on 10/12/40 and the
luncheon itnvitation accepted.

66-2542,8582X
{107)
SI 100-6407-1
(7s)

This reference is a letter dated 10/18/40 from
¥illiem J. Donovan, an attorney at 2 Wall St., NYC, to Mr,
Hoover regarding a Baron Frgnz Von Recum who asked Dono-
vagn 's advice on obtaining residence in the U.S. This letter
was acknowledged 10/24/40.

65-31063=-1

(92)




oy This reference is a letter dated 10/24/40 fron

,iﬁ william J. Donovan, Attorney ot 2 Wall St., NYC, regarding

;& a maen name?d Henry F. Miller who was charged mib= smuggling
narzotics from Kerico. Letter ackncwledges 11/8/£0,

- 12-0-4439

» (77)

%-T,‘ \ S

On 10/21/40 Mr. Hoover telephonically contacted
Col. #¥illinm J. Donovan in response to his call. Donovan
mentioned a young lady who had lwnch with thew anc stated
that ghe wrs suspicious ¢f ¢ Xr. Jamnond She had aduised

g that Famnmond had saisd something abouu coring to her planre
T T and she sent him a telegram that she could not have hirm,

. but the telegram came back that he was in Halifcx. She
o later teld him that she had attermpted to send the telegrar

and this caused hin grect concern. He ashked her fo gine
him the record of all the time he had beern in ker home,
From thesc cciions she concludes that somcons was chec’ing

ki

—— [ 7 - oS L T - e
- on hin j y ,/('z/ﬂJL‘ A B A . : o
: /
. ¥erno from Mr, Hoover
- to ¥r. Tarm and Mr.
Clenqg dated 10/21/4¢
No caption given
BEBRDLE-2007
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On 10/24/40 Col. William J. Donovan called from
NY and talked with ¥r. Temm, concerning an individual who
gove his name to Thorkild Bzeber as wWatts end stated he
was a Federal Inspector. Donovarn was advised thet +he
Bureau had no agent in that vicinity by the name of ¥a

Memo for the Director,
10/24/40

No caption given
€5-27244-6

(e3) -~

This reference is an undated memo from an uni-
dentified outside source,“place not given, received in
early November 1940. This memo stated that when Col.
wiilicgn Jonovan returned from his trip abroad where he
had been sent by Secretary of Navy Kroxr, the Presicent
and Ben Smith met Donovan and talked with him. Smnith soaid
Donowvarn told him that when the first blitatries hit Lorcon
that London would collapse. Jonovan later gaid Thatl ke
ha+ talked to Smith but thot he had said that in his
epinion the British would stop the Nazis.

EE-PE57 =50
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This refersnce is a letter dated 11/8/00 from \
SE willion J. Donocvan, Attorney at 2 Yell IJt., NYJ. 1o

I 4 Jr. Popuor enclosing a leige L Donobnn had receiue R
g oo I Teras. Tettor szt uut :
1 fo TR Rt rr g Goroe L 0im, J100 Fuena Vigia ., i

Jan Antonlu Teros, who was o n?w“ner o) :
Forzinn Iinister of Japan. i

Letters of acknowledgerent were seni to boti:_
i genoeven on 11,0674

NG/ A0,

i

Ch=21408-1

e ! 7

7is reference 18 a letler drtcol I1/79,0 frow
vilitan J. Jonovan, an attorney at D Tall Si., NID, incuiorian

10 txe attituse of Hraft Rearl officiale toward draf’

Ry
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cirante joing aversens with tac Jritiah, gr. 1000
Lonevsn wne qdviecd by iedbdeor thar the e !
Jiad Cernnlate] no policy on this nmatilior,
SRR ]

shis reference 18 @ heotlet eniitlo-, T FLE
‘olurr Tescons for Arerice!! hp Col. Williew deschan ans
dgar Yorror with the introduction writien Ry Frons inoo.

Swaretary o the Faoy. This boeoilet publich-i by ih2
MDA
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In the latter part r the earl

-~ o

3.4 2

i gents concerning i0rkt Bzeber hf}
ofiftcer in charoe of forezgn sales and the Teras Marine
Departnme e Teras Company, prior to his resiynation
in 1541, stated that Col. William Donovan treveled
o with Riebér on one or more occasions throughout Germany and
i was introduced by Rieber to important persons in Germany
and later used these contacts for his own military missions
in Central Europe.

%

~tated Donovan and Rieber were the best o
JTiends ena suggested that Donovan be interviewed regarding
Rieber. Prior to Rieber's resignation from the Teras (Com=-

. pany he was represented by Col, William Donovan whose ser-

. vices were compensated in the sum of #6,000 by the Teras
Corpani.

Y Rpt., 10/%/43

e: Terkild Rieber, wmus,
Registraticn Act, Dc~
naturalization proceedings -

&, Neutraglity Act

65-27244<81 N

. (12) -

g; In 1341 a list of personsg on the personal mailing
j list of Ulric EBell and his organization, the Fight for Free-
dom Tomnittee, included the name of Col. William J. Donounan.

Source not given
Bureau 'emo, 5/15/41
. No caption given
100=24187V=2
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" This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
1/25/41 setting out data obtoined from a confidential Source
close to the German Embassy, entitled "European Situation.,”
Thig report stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan would prove dis-
appointing to the President in his missions to Bulgaria _
and @reece.as an emigsary of the President. Deiails as
discussions with the heads of these countries set out. (?e)

The above ihjbrmotion was furnighed to Vajor
General Edwin M. Watson, Secretary to the President on
1/28/41. T

on 1/29/41 the NYC PD advised that an investigation
had been conducted concerning Count John Perdicari (believed to
be a German spy) who had been in the US allegedly stnce 1934 as
a representative of Piccioli (a tobacco firm in Italy). During
6 personal interview with the investigator Perdicari said the
purpogse of Col. ¥William Donovan's journey to Europe was to
"reel out" various nations os to a United Sitotes of Europe. He
8aid that Col. Donovan was sent by Secretary Xnorxr agnd that the
Stote Dept. was receptive toward sponsoring such a movement.

NY Rpt
-G i
was y
e lP4 Eapi.l s

65-31008~5

) (29)
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This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
2/15/41 entitled "Furopean Situation” and setting out data
obtained from a confidential source close to the German
Embassy. This report stated that on Col., Donovan's visit
through the Balkan area he (Donovan) told the leaders of
the countries in this section that he was the direct re-
presentative of the President of the U.S. and warned them

dhmd 4 # +ha mmie mAanmana ohavyld ho Aafambad $hass Aanundnian
IFU 'J L2l 2 -3 Ul ¥ O VWe I @ LWkl Ve UGJ i e it O WV PO

could look forward to conciliatory and beneficial powers.
Donovan told them that if they played with the axis powers
ond were defeated, th ould not look for favor from Great
Britain and the U.S. C w)

The above information was furnished to Vajor
General Edwin M. WFalson, Secretary to the President; The
Secretary qf Novy; Assistant Secretary of State Adolf A.

Berle; Assistant Attorney General Matthew F. VcGuire and

- i -

Solicitor General Biddle on 2/18/41.

66~ 5424~3-229
(28)

Oon 3/10/41 the NI office advised that Col. William

ovan was believed to be making an itnvestigation o
ith a view of utilizing his services and that
ame disturbed when he learned of the investigation,

was agreed that an inguiry of Donovan would be made con-
cerning this matter.

Yemo for the Director, 12/10/41
No caption given

61-7566-8119

(118)~

ime =31 \
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A trqnslnt;on Srom the Russian daily pnper for
3/17/<1 the "Russky Golos™ published at 61 Zast Tth St.,
NYC, carried a news . item which stated, "i¥illiam Donovan,
unofficial #ashinjyton observer in Europe, confers with
Spanish officials about American aid to Spain.

100~213153=-4
"Russky Goles", 3/17/41
(28)
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The NY "Times" for August 19 to 22, 1940 carried
6 series of articles by Col. lilltam J. Donovan and Edgar

lowrer, material J’OT‘ which was obiained by Col. Donouvan
when he was sent to London ot the request of Secretary of
Navy Xnor., The articles described German "pifth column”
methods. Donovan was Coordinator of Information in 1941,
which became Office of WFar Information in 1942.

The Seattle "Post - Intelligencer" for 4/20/41
listed Col. William J. Donovan ag a sponsor of the Fight

Jor Freedom Committiee.
Seat
Re:

SK-C
100-2379.5-120 pgs.

(1 osj v

This reference is a letter dated 5/13/41 from
WNilliam J. Donovan, attorney at 2 ¥all St., KIC, to Mr.
Hoover enclosing g lettier d S5/12/4 ovan
had received from

P
n to our government. Donovan's letter was acknow-

ledged 5/19/41.

65-353389-11
(101) ‘/9
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Col. Willigm J. Donovan was onc of the founders
of the American Friends of Yugoslavia, Inc., which was in-
corporated in NYC on 5/1/41 to relieve suffering Yugoslavia.

(Source not clearly stated)
NY Rpt., 3/7/44

Re: The American Friends

of Yugoslavia, Inc., aka;
IS-C

100-182760=-5

(92)

On 6/4/41 Mr. James Magee called this Bureau and
advised he had sent a letter to the Director on §/2/41 re-
questing a speaker for a mass meeting in Pittsburgh durt ng
the latter part of June. According to Mr. Magee this rally
was to be held in opposition to the America First Commitice
and "w/ild Eiil'" Donovan was to be one of the speakers,

2r. ¥Yagee was advised thas this letter would be
called to the Director's attention as soon as it arrived at
the Bureau.

Bureau memo, 6/4/41
No caption given
100-4712-67X2

(66) -
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On Saturday night prior to 6/34/41— ) b/\D
called Mr. Foxworth and cdvised that he had heard a radio
broadcast which stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan had been
appointed head of a new secret intelligence service, which
was to be staffed by representatives from the Justice,

Treasury and State Departments which would work closely
with the army and navy.

Memo for the Director,
6/24/41

No caption given
62-64427-32

(65) .

The Fashington "Times Herald"”, date not given,
carriad an article entitled "Donovan Feads U.S. Intelli-
gence" which stated that President Roosevelt had comw
misstoned Col, william J. "Wild Bill" Donovan a lMNajor
General in the U.S. Arny To supervise American military
intelligence and to ally i1t with the British secret ser-
vice. A timc stamp on the back of this reference ine
dicated it was received in Mr. Hendon's office 6/25/41. *

66-8700-4
(66,107)
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On 6/25/41 observance by a Bureau Agei+ at Room

629 of the kE Bidg. in NIC revealed that A
told hat (Col. William) Donovan OWU &ﬂL
to Yu o fight. Col. Donovan was caelled "¥ild Bill"

because he was such a 815sY, decora/ng L

65-8946-7018 pg. 39
(26) -

- In the summer of 1941 information was received
that Atherton Richards, regarded in Honolulu as a brilliant
erecutive, [financier and economist, who=was President of the
Hawaiian Pineapple Company, was assoczated with Filltaem J.
Donovan. (Source not given)

This reference containg the following notation:

"I understand from Donovan he ts to be his right hand man
on administration. H."

Yemo for the Director,
7/19/41

No caeption given
862=-63816=-2

(81)

ST 62-38186-1

(1) -
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On 4/2/50 Joszph Barnes was interviewed by
Bureau Agents at which time he advised that in the summar
of 1241 he went to work for Col. ¥illiam "IFild Bill"
Donovan in the office of Coordinator of Injformation in
Kre.

¥FO report, 4/:1/50
Re: Owen Lattimore

Esp-R
100-24628-405 p. 7
(54, 66)
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This reference sets out information concerning the
newspaper, "The New Leader' published in NY. Attached to
this memo ig an article from the above newspaper of 7/12/41
by Edward Loring entitled, "Donovan Heads New Office To
Speed Counter Espionage.' This article stated that Col.
%illiam J. Donovan had been named Coordinator of Information,
and included a picture of Col. Donovan as well as details of
the new counter espionage office.

¥emo for Mr. Nichols,
?/16/41 with above news-
paper clipping

No caption given
61-5124-9

(118)

The Congressional Record for 7/31/41, page 657!
carried the following remarks by Senator Fheeler with re-
ference to his (Wheeler's) prosecution by the Depariment
of Justice: "'Wild Bill' Donovan, who is in the Department
of Justice, is the magn who conducted my prosecuiion. Mr.
Donovan ts now head of the Gestapo in the United States.
That is the proper place for him, because he knows how such

‘things should be done. He worked with Burns, and with all

the sluyeths in the Depariment of Justice when they were
raiding the offices of the late Senator Caraway, the lcte
Senator Walsh, and old 'Battling Bob' LaFollette. So ke is
a fitting man to head the Gestapo in the United States.”

Memo for the Director,
8/1/41
Re: The Congressional
Record
- 66.1731-103X2

(62)

R . . ‘-}.__._;PJ {aif Lo~ ) ’;_" . '7 _" . ) .
I o T A T TN i e L Ty M

oo ¥

PSR = PRI T Rttt
. - v AT 7 g RN R L e T e = e . -
G it PPt RN At RN



& : )

5 B s -

;fijé O ) O "
.i; — - '

£ !

‘:'f: .y T - .

0P

35 & A confidential tnformant of VID who wos designated

oy &e\’?& 6 "E" gdvised that on 8/1/41 he had conferred with Del Fungo

=t Gierc, wa. Peter Brenner who wgs under indictment f{n the -
S Southern District of NY on charges of imperasonating a Gop't.
2 officer. Mr. Chorles T. Lark, Attorney for Glera, vgs qt- .
SR G temptiing to make an appointment with Col, Willianm Donovan in
SR 74 order for Giera to give Donovan the detcils of hts case. .
! € Giera cdvised that Lark claimed ke hagd something on Col.
o Donovan, and {f Donovan refused to tnterviesw Giera, then
E A { Lark would make g pudlic maotter of him.
y T ) " Col. Filliam J. Donovan, Coordinator of Information,-
eSS E was given detgils of above inderview in a Bureau letter dated
f 10/8/41. threat S
‘ v d ) o 7 - ‘ F .3 ",.— -
= . ’r _BIO
- : Re: L
¥ 3 was S
47-1663-9
b -} (2?,88)'} A
F it SI lat paragraph above - TR
- ; 47186379 S
i 65) (name searched as

- 44 ¥i1d B111 Donovan) .-uiir. -
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\ Tesur log, date not
t - : given, Fashington, D.C.

c;;;gled E’Sunmary .
Informant # not given
65-6.3;!-1 -79

(51)

on 8/19/41 NN ¢ co1, (¥illiam) Donovan's

office called and staile
Bureau be advised th

the Mayflower Hotel,
\ had come to Col. Donouvan’s o .
said he knew a group which was operating a smug g g
TR in the Everglades of Florida, and t ere smuggling
O, Germans in from Cuba or somewhere had been un-
Mn getting an interview aval officials.
LAl0) aid Col. Danawvan wanted someone from Navy or
l mwm_t the Mayflower Hotel and de-
termine whether or not something should be done about the

matter.

wad
Pyaa advised this M within the
Jurtsdiction of INS. A

Bureau memo, 8/19/41
No caption given
100-39578=-1

(51)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

#orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU “PG
REPORT MADE AT DATMEA\;I;EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPCRT MADE BY
_ NEW YORK 6/30/53 | 6/23,24,25/53 THOMAS J. LARDNER
7;’ TITLE . CHARACTER OF CASE
. : "

WILLIAM JUSEPH DONOVAN, aka: "wild Bill SPECTAL INQUIRY
Donovan

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

WILLIAM D. MITCHELL advised that appointee has detested him since HERBERT
HOOVER appointed him Attorney General, Appointee's first law pariner, FRANK
G. REICHLE of Buffalo, was indicted during late 1920's or early 1930's on worth-
¥ ] less bond deal. Appointee asked MITCEELL to intervene. MITCHELL wrote letter

: J{/ to FGJ pointing out spotless character and reputation of REICHLE. No court
action instituted at that time, however, REICHLE was re-indicted in 1931 or
1932. Appointee again asked MITCHELL to intervene. MITCHELL refused. RFICHLE
tried and acquitted. MITCHELL considers appointee loyal, capable and brilliant
—” ~ and knows no reason why he should not have responsible govermnment position.

o~ -+ Judge CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, U. S. Customs Court, recommends most highly. The
Honorable HERBERT HOOVER recommends appointee most highly having known him since
1925; knows none of circumstances of indictments returned against REICHIE or
appointee's intervention in affair.

S RECETT

- RUC -
REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype to New York, 6/22/53. *

DETAILS: WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, Attorney, 20 Exchange Place, advised
that he has knowin the appointee for approximately 30 years
in mostly a professicnal relationship. He stated that both
served in the Department of Justice during the CALVIN COOLINGE Administration
from 1924~1928. - Mr. MITCHEIL stated that he was Solicitor General and the ap-
pointee Assistant o the Attorney General. At this time both were very friendly
and got along well together. ’
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However, Mr. MITCHELL stated.their feeling for each other
became strained when in his official cqpa01ty he had occasion to alter Eome
-~ of the legal briefs that the appointee drew. The app01ntee reSented these
alterations~and advised Mrs ‘MITCHELL of his resentmént. During the Fresi-
demt1a] campaign of 1928 the ‘appointee aided Mr. HOOVER, being a loyal Re-
publican, and after his election hoped that he would be appointed Attorney

General. However, in Washington political circles at this time his, Mr.

MITCHELL'S, name was prominently mentioned as the new Attorney General. Mr.
MITCHELL stated that when these rumors began spreading he called in the ap-
pointee and explained to him that he did not want the job, had no desires
of obtaining it, and had done nothing to secure the appointment.

However, a short time later Mr. MITCHELL was called to
the home of Associate Justice of the 3upreme Court HARLAN FISKE STONE, who
along with President-elect HOOVER who was also there, asked him to take the
Attorney Generalship. Mr. MITCHELL told them of his plans to return to pri-

- . -vate practice which negated his taking the Attormey General's position. How-
ever, Justice STONE and Mr. HOOVER persuaded him to take *the job, which he
did. ’

From that time. on the appointee detested him, feeling
that he had_ “underﬁut" bim, the appointee, to get the Attorney Generalshlp.

As a result of Mr. MITCHELL'S app01ntment, the appointee early in 1929 resigned
from the Départment of Justlce and "returhed to New York Cltj to found his 1aw

HT"HI v e e e A AR WA Sy ¥ - L g ity ger g errta B — e R .
L

One of the appointee's first partners was FRANK G.
REICHLE, now a practicing atiorney in Buffalo, who maintained the Washing-
ton-0ffice-of the partnership.. In’'the late 1920's or early 1930's Mr. REICHLE
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington as a result, of a worthlesa
bond ‘deal. Mr. MITCHELL stated a few other individuals were also indicted
but he could not recall their identity. ”REICHLE protested his innocence.
stating that although the other iﬂd1v1duals who were indicted resided at the
same address as he, he had no connection with’ them.

The app01ntee at this time called upon Mr. MITCHELL in
his partner's behalf and asked him to have the indictment quashed. Mr.
MITCHSLL told the appointee that he could not do this, but wrote a letter
to the Federal Grand Jury pointing out the spotless character and reputation
of REICHLE and also of his high standing in the communlty. As a result of

_ thia letter, no ‘action was taken against REICHLE. - :

T However, in 1931 or 1932 REICHLE was re-indicted on the
-2- Lo
{
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same charge_and_once again the appointee asked Mr. MITCHELL to intervene.
The = appolntee at this time was campaigning for the governorship of New York
State, ~Mr. MITCHELL refused, telling the appointee to let the court action
take its c¢ourse. REICHLE was tried and acquitted. Mr. MITCHEILL could not
. recall the outcome of the trials of the other individuals involved, but be-
;é lieved they were convicted. All court records of this action are maintained

gg% in the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice.
# Mr, MITCHELL considers. the appointee to be a very capable

- and brilliant person and knows of no reason why he should not be given a

responsible government position. He believes that the present position to
be the Ambassador to Thailand. He considers the appointee'!s loyalty to be
unquestioned. - T ' o

(CHARLES D. LAVRENCE, Judge, United States Customs Court,

+ 1,.,.

. -+ both were serv1ng in the Department of Justice. He stated that his associa-

; tion with the appointee was professional and not very close. He stated that

P he has seen the appointee twice in the last five years. He stated further
that the appointee was quite disappointed when he was not made Attorney
General by HERBERT !OOVER. '

Judge LAWRENCE recommended the appeointee most highly
as to his character, reputation and loyalty to the United States Government.
He stated that the appointee has a notable record of public service and -
-recommends him for a responsible government position. He knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the appointee.

The Honorable HERBERT HOOVER, former President of the
United States, Waldorf Towers, advised SA ROBERT J. JACKSON that he has known
the appointee since 1925 when he was an Assistant to the Attorney General
in the Cabinet of CALVIN COOLIDGE. The appointee subsequently served as an
Assistant Attorney General to his Attorney General, WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, but
rezigned in 1929 to return to New York City. Since that time they have
maintained their association and constantly keep in touch with each other.
Mr. HOOVER recommended the appointee most highly as to his character, repu-
tatipn, ability and loyalty to the United States Government. He'stated that
he -knew-none of the circumstances surrounding the indictments returned against
FRANK.G. REICHLE, the appointee's former law partner, and the attempts made
by the appointee to have them quashed. He suggested that his Attorney General,
Mr. MITCHELL, be interviewed in this regard. Mr. HOOVER knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the app01ntee and recommended him for a lesponsible govern—

ment position. e
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED FKE' -
§7 : Director, FBI EIREIN IS UroLassIrinp . DATE: 6/30/53 \
1{,&0 for mgoman  LCTTVEERLSHORN . : ' '
A" FROM 3 SAC, New York (77-16713) CIyeTnwizs
P - - M
i SUBJECT: witkia gossed TONOVAN, aka: (ATTENTION: INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION '~ f
i}‘_ *iild Bill" ponovan SPECIAL INJUIRY SECTION) y i t

SPECIAL INQUIRY
-

Reference is made to report of SARHOMAS J. LARDNER, 6/19/53,

New York.
The following information in regard to the appointee is being brought '
to the Bureau's attention, and due {o the nature of it is not being reported :

in the details of the referenced report.

0a 10/3/u% JORN %. ENGLISH, Attorney, 1_1‘: g. Da*iel B2igwin ruilde
E&’g, home add‘css, 2L50 South Shore Drive, both in Erie, Pennsylvania, adi-
4 «vised that when General DCNOVAN set up 0SS, comprised vhe organizatiorn of sore
30 branches. ENGLISH was in the Fleld Photographic Branch. He stated tuat
on nuuercus occasions he wes warned by his superiora in this broanch that the
Pé?:ﬁ?ﬁé; o©f the Visual Presentation Section were EHDELVDFLDE 1o encroaci:
upon the jurisdiction of the Field Pnotcgraphie Brarch. The perscnnel of
the Visual Presentation Branch were suspectecd Commmunists or fellow travelers,
&n” while they had no direct evidence to substantiate this clsim, their

opinion was based on the following.

1:s Their branch was the only branch that mairtained collecticr. boxes
for Russiarn War Relief. ! e St S - '
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Letter to Director : o _ ' T.. , TO
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2. They were anxious to hire colored personnel,

3. In conversation between the enlisted personnel of the Fielci Photo~
graphic Branch and the Visual Presentation Branch, the personnel of the Field
Photographic Branch were impressed with the radicalism of the personnel of

the Visual Presentation Branch.

L. About this time, the winter of 15LL-19L5, CARL MARZANI, one of
the members of the Visual Presentation Branch, was exposed by the "Nashing-

\edlea_
-79

ton Times-Herald." _ 5{77
‘ m

The above information was previously furnished administratively by S

report of SA BRONI S. MACYS entitled "J. DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was., et . :
al, Perjury, Internal Security - R, Espionage -~ R," at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- % 9..
vania. N
X

On 9/9/50 CIA reported that Gener e

WILLIAM DONOVAN, formerly of 0SS) advised *g -

the General. General DONOVAN
cuss intelligence matters.

LT ARET yAaTRY YR

- Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS J. CALLANT entitle
;_\r(; Espionage - IS," 2/28/51, New York c.’Lty.
.mt‘ .
\ﬁD The information attributed to informan as previousl
e furn to the Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS NT entitled h
W \ was; Espionage - IS," 2/13/52, New York City.

Due to the type of information furnished by the above sources they
are regorted by letter and not by report.

Reference is made to Bureau teletype to New York, dated 6/18/53. \ L



letter to Director
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The information attributed ¢ 19 sly fur~ .
ed to the Bureau by letter dated 3'entit1ed ESpionage -
RY - .

During the course of the 1nvest1gation of
a Security Matter -~ C classification, the following was noteds
A
On applying for employment at the "New York Daily News 1snea
GEORCE W. POLK, ¢/o "Herald Tribune," Paris,France, as a refere

Mr. LUKE CARROLL, in charge of correspondents at the "New York Herald
Tribune,® advised on 1/28/53 that the GEORGE W. POLK who had been & corres- °
pondent for the Paris "Herald Tribune," which is owned by the "New York
Herald Tribune," was identical with the GEORGE POLK who had been killed in
Greece in 1948,

POIK 'S death was the ohiact of man investi ani‘{nnn by various agsenclies
Taiks & WER WL Fas el nvestl Bt

VM Ve v Wi n.n-a vvvvvv wJ BEVIIvATw )

since he went into Greece to investigate the "civil war" taking place there.

The "Volce of Freedom" for June 1948 reports POIK was killed because
he despised the Greek Fascist Government and wanted to broadcast an inter-
view with the leader of the Greek guerillas. According to this article,
the Greek Government did not uant the American people to hear this broad-
cast.

The "Voice of Freedom" is & publication cited by the California Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, pege 22L;, "to be Communist
initiated and controlled or so strongly influended a3 to be in the Stalin
solar system," . :

The "New York ﬂﬂmanﬂ an ﬂ/ﬂ nnri '?/l'-" garied a gtore e T

.L\r&r\- Ry s Wik Wy ) WAL [ U WL A WA W A WF 4ie F.

STONE relative to the POLK murder and subsequent investigations. The story -
alleges the Overseas Writers Club was investigating leads indicating the
Rightists were responsible for the murder and that the Greek Government in-
F _ fluenced the American Embassy in Athens in having the chief investigator re-
LT called. STONE charged "a hush up" of the case. The Overseas Writers Club

: was chaired by WALTER LIPPMAN and General WILLIAM DONOVAN.




T letter to Director :
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In view of the nature of the above information it is being furnished = °
by letter to the Bureau.: It is being left to the discretion of the Bureau ..
to have WALTER LIPP jnterviemed concerning his knowledge of General ' . -
mNOVAN. - . Lo ) . . o . v

The above information was previously reported to the a _ a
John L. Fagan on 2/17/53 in the report entitled mas.}
Security Matter - C" at NYC. _
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tiis casz omicmareoar  BUREAU | JMR
REPORT MADE AT . DA"I'“E WHEN \remon FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE &Y . ) o
KEW YORK 7/1753 6/29/53 . | THOMAS J. LARDNER
e N . - .4 -

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, akes . -
"wild Bi1l11l™ Donovan R

' SPECIAL INQUIRY =

.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: T-2, advised that his experience with the
appointee has not been favorable. He considers appointee. -
an "anti-antfi-Communist" and would not recommend, T-3,
considers appointee a "bubblehead" who never got tough -
with Communists ln 0.S.S. He would not recommend appointee,

- RUC - R
REFERENCE ~ Report of SA THOMASJ., LARDNER, June 19, 1953
DETAILS T-2, an informent of known relisbility, an

individual who 1s well yersed in Communist

dct1vity in ‘the labor union field, advised
that his experience with the appointee has never beeyn favorable.
Th!{ém_mlntﬂe_has—always-haanﬁori_and_maihx“ fn his treat-
nént of Communists and Communist infiltration of organizations
under hls control., T-2, s tated that Ihe &ppointeé would never
take a Tifm stand ‘against Communists in government, unions, or
the United Nations. - T=2; tonaldery thé appointas an "ant (santi-
Comilnlste." T-2, stated that his comments were not based on
apecific_incldents, but ‘on general TmpréssIcn” and observatioms .
T7-2, would not recommeénd the appoirntee, '

-

Tw_g‘.__n.J.n.LQm_ant of unknown reliability,
newspaper columnist, who has _general Knowlsdags dr vArioug ——
activities throughout the United States, advised that he has
made inquiry oconcerning the appointee for his own use, The

appointee!s -law firm represents—a public reletiony Yird,
AlT16d o}gﬁlca%_e,_}gho's“e"'c'lienta ere JOHN L. LEWIS, FRANK
CUSTELL0, and LAUGHLIN CURRIE. The appolntee was allopget-to = -

have Is aded a recent comulttee which was to aesk Presiden
A oD SrciaL Asoer lﬁrr“‘ o DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES
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’ %LS_E,I‘LHMBJ_O_QHSt Senatqwﬁﬁ%.ﬂ.mm The appolntecls
aw firm_also.was.alleged ta represent the Chinese Generals
WAG_absconded with millions_of Nationalist China's funds, T- 3,
considera ,me gppo:l.ntee a,mnuon.wneaa wno nover gOL bDugn
the “ommunlists in Office of Strategic Services. T=3,

would not reccmmend the appointee,

- RUC -
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ROBERT J. JACKSON

Due to the type of information furnished, these
- - individuals desired their identities be protected.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU

REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH M’ADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 72353 6/26,;3%§0,7/1, WILLIAM B, UFHTMORE saw
TITLE

SRR CHARACTER OF CASE

VIITLITAM JOSEPT DONOVAN SPYTTATL TRCULIERY

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Result of HCUA file review set forth. T®DGAR ANSTI. MOWRER, Syndicatad
ﬁgir ., Telumnist, revorts [avorably concerning DONOVAT,
nta, / .
;f L

PR SN | "Fic

l

X 0! e o,(( ""'
PN o ”PFPEHZH g New York teletype dated June 18, 19%3.

Q,r T ‘f{‘ Report of SA WILLIAM W, F“MIMOHE dated June 26, 1993 at
. Washington, D. C.

FULALLE WY VWAZETIOTOG, DLT,

ELTAABZLIH. AZRRILL BUHPLOY testified umder oath befure the

House Comrlttee on Un-Arerican Activities on Julv 31 1040 _ﬁﬁé"aa‘utteu

ol F5 _a former merber of the TorFunisl J4FLy,  She also testified -
that_she onerated as courier in a Soviet esp1onapé_HETWBF"“UEtWEEn*

- 1951 and 19h>. She 1dent1f1ed MINCAN ~HAPLIN LIR of the 0ff
Stralepic Services as one of her contacis in «“ashingten, 0

. Ts Viss
. TETHTTEY Xt 3ifcd treETe’ was a 01rcla or 1awvers arcund General
R MAWNOATAY at 0us PR '

0035 and LAE was one of them. He orov ided her all ‘D el
TNt IhRT THIDT ded birhly secret informatidn on what

0885 was doing; that thoy were trwlng to make sascret nepotiations with
Fovermmantes in the Balkan bloc ik cass LEe war enceu, thut they wer
parithiting néople in Mungary; bhat 028

fice of

Deople werc orinc sent 1n10
Thrkey 16 operate in thﬂ Pa1k4ns and that General BRI dq_ln erested
- - L " -
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in havinp an exchange by the NEKVD and 0SS.

| U )

e - -

¢ s ———

Ohe furiher testifiéd that L7E was_a member-of the Com il st
JTarty ind had wor}pd in Genoeral. DONOVAN's law fim prior to eomins
irto the NS5. IEH testified under oath befcre the Committee on
ATHuELT1G. 1al ! dred : 143 14k Mies BEMLLEY
Aupusl10, 19ht. e acknowledped acouaintanceshin with Mies BENULEY,
stating s'c was known to him as HEL:N GURALT,

L5 testified:

"wr, fhairman, Miss ELIZABETH BENTLEY in her recent
testirony before the House Un-American Affairs Tomrittee
has arecusced »o of helng a fomrunist arnd of sonolyine her with
coerad, infemabion concernine the 055,

"7 want to sav ecatcrorically that I ar naot and have
never been a Comrunlst'a*d'that 1" have never diviujrad
cladsifiéd irforpation to any unauthorized perscn. -I.had
been an assistant in the 1egal cffices of General IWNCVAN

- befo“e the war; I had comé to the"0SS™With him as his
afsistant; and I was ‘therefore particularly aware of a
rennxrement of ersonal lovalty Lo him in such matters alone

with my lovalty to the service of the mited Dlates.

"Duriag the war my wife and I ret Miss SURITNY socially
at t} 2 heme of a friend., VYe met a preat many peonle at
this time. Therealter we saw Miss BENTLEY off and on for
a little over a year. OQur acguainlercs wan entirvely a social -
- one,

"l made it a rule during my service with 055 never to
discuss anyti'-ing that had not oreviously annpared in the
newspaners, and then only to the exient mad Dubllﬂ. LI

certainly kept str1CLTy to thls ruie in any ,al T aver
had withMiss YE‘IT" coTn o

"T was in the Army and in the 0585 for ned
and during that time werked day and nirht, i
and ovarsecas, to further our war effort. 1 ar sur: that
fenaral LW AN and the other of Flecers urdder whon 7 served
will confirm the fact Lhet rv war record io one of which I
can ferl jusily proud, While in the Ariv T roe from tha rank
of first lieutenant Lo lieutenant colonael. 7 have received
sevoral official comrmendations. I knew thiat I have served
my country with complete loyalty and to the oozt ¢ my
ability and it is a prolound sho-¥ to tinl rv nae and war
recor:d attaclked by the irresponsihle charres of U o woman.

N P ik
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"It is hard for me to belie\e that Miss BENTLEY's.
statements are those of a rational person. 1In trying to
recall my acqualntance with Miss BENTLEY T have been puzzled

that T do not remermber that she ever tried to get any

to believe {hat Miss_EANTLEY yged her scgizl relationship
with me merely to help her misrepresent to her.emplqyers for
bg own personal build-up that she had access ﬂqmugh me to

someone of the imporiance of General DOXOV:IN. '*“' - -

In addition to the above LEE related he was_employed in
DONOVAN'S Jaw.firm for fhree years and was then brought into the 0SS
'B‘."{he General. 1In 08S his wﬂrkﬁmﬁﬁwn ;:E'éééq___ﬁrv"l y legal
adYISOF and Dart'l'v a mermber of the so-called ‘secretariat, 1

aT Degn_bent By Terieral D OVAN6r two missions to China,
Om—the=f4rst-mt¥SIG, "In 1543, he_didnoi.get T3 TAIHAY “on twe wwromt— ~
nﬁ“ssim,mmwlédle-o? Jﬂiﬂ%% Muent-anmﬁ) YAl DORUVAN
ard returned the first t week in Jctober,

e

Xo further nertinent :Lni‘omatlon regarding the relationship
betw=2n Genera Roted in yhe House Lommitiee an

5 zwecords .

S

TH®MAS J. DONEGAN, Special Assistant to the Attorney General,

advised SA JOSEPH M. KELLY of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau O
of Investication on Septerber 1k, 1945 that he had learned through
a confidential source that General WILLIAM J. DONOVAN had issued a J ’:\P\
staterent to the press that he still had confidence in DIWNCAN C.1EE, i' ~
More specific information was not available, __" )1
> 2
_gg"N The files of _T-:L, _anpther govemnnnt,__agmcy_xhn.ch.condnnios . ‘/_Q’D o
personnel and securnv-r, ¢ _invesiigall ons,.reflsci. LEG was separated w
MH 4}/ m actlve duty as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Arry of the United -
% €5 on January “Wd ShTAPrilTS, "19UE; Tupdt “themTecommendation | v O
of /"/ ommmwmwn wwarded Mmmeﬂﬂ’aronj{eﬁal U\/
ilan]¢d RO ¥y record relrlec FI8TeT8d Tor separation from the Army G ™
AT mr-&anum-y-ear-}%émd.asm terMnil It aVe"x!ﬁt‘.I.‘;L"ﬁv‘b"‘l’h‘ﬁ"m = 1Y Q
“wetwIdate of separatxon.Lu) 'é’ .
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information out of me. In view of that fact I_an tempted ___ )
5
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Miss B“'N:llEY g],so testified trat in addition to LEE thgse
of her contacts who were employed 1n UoS were Ml m’”CE‘ rmd’L PLRIN Hea:{

L= y Ln
ananes D L"N _’LNNEL Spanish Divi sion,

Miss BENTLEY festified WALPTRIN was a Comrunist from whom
she collected dues. BHe furnished various Lypes oF 1nlorretion inasruch
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