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Mrs. Hilda Murchy
15 Mt Hope Street
North Attleboro, MA 02760

Dear Mrs. Murchy:

On behalf of President Nixon, I am replying to your letter of 14 March
1974 regarding Private Eddie Slovik.

Information necessary to reply to your imquiry is being obtained. As
soon as it is available, I will write you again. Should there be an
appreciable delay, I shall keep you informed.

Sincerely,

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major Gemeral, USA
The Adjutant General

CF: DACS=XSW(2)
WH #3687
EDC 10 Apr 74




8 APR 1974

§

. Bilda Murchy

Hope Street
Attleboro, MA 02760

i5

Dear Mrs. Murchy:

This is in further reply to your letter to President Nixon regarding
the court-martial and execution of Private Iddie D. Slovik.

Vhen judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which wags dedicated to emslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution
and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle
dmmo

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Ceneral tramsmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to Cemeral Eisenhower, the then Commanding
Ceneral, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
mining whether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no fromt line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to aveid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

Varse L. Bowsrs
VERNE L. BOWERS
Major Gemeral, USA

M/R Based on info from TJAG.
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DAAG-ZA $ APR 174

Mrs. Theresa A. Stellingwerf
Box 311
Vernon, YWew Jersey 07462

Dear Mrs. Stellingwerf:

This is in reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Private Fddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution
and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to Genmeral Eisenhower, the then Commanding
General, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
mining whether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no fromt line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

Verss L Bowers

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

M/R Based on info from TJAG.
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? 3 APR 974
(15 Mar 74)

Mrs. Cynthia M. Zack
R.D. &, Boyder's Lake Road
Troy, New York 12180

Dear Mrs. Zack:

On behalf of President Nixon, I am replyiang to your letter of
14 March 1974 regarding the widow of Private Slovik.

Inforsation necessary to reply to your inquiry is being obtained.
As soon as it is available, I will write you again. BShould there
be an sppreciable delay, I shall keep you informed.

Sincerely,

Yome L. Bowers
VEREE L. BOWERS
Major

The Adjutant General
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DAAG-TCZ~C Slovik, Eddie 5 APR 1974
(14 Mar Th)

Mrs. thia M. Zack
R. D. 4, Snyder's Lake Road
Troy, New York 12180

Dear Mrs. Zack:

T™is is in further reference to your letter to President Nixon
regarding Eddie Slovik.

As much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally

to every communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the
departments and agenciecs of the Federal Government to reply in his
behalf in those instances where they have special knowledge or
special authority under the law. For this reason, your correspondence
vas forwarded to officials of the Department of the Army.

The official military personnel record of Private SBlovik shows that
Mrs. Slovik was notified by telegram on 24 February 1945 of the
death of her husband. This was confirmed by letter from The Adjutant
General dated 27 February 1945.

Because of the nature of the offense for which Private Blovik was
convicted, Mrs. Slovik is not eligible for any benefits administered
by the Department of the Army.

Sincerely,

Yerne L. Bowsns
VERNE L. BOWERS

BF’D Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

cc DACS-XBW (2)
WH Case 4396
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Mareh 14 1974
Chet Wyman
Dear Sirs
I recently viewed the fiim " The Executien Of
Private Sleviek ", As a prejeet I tried te find out
mere en the subjeet, I feund eut very little.Frem what
I did find eut , the whele executien seems like a big
mistake, It appeared te me that it was semthimg that
got eut eof hand and ended with the death of ene selder,
I have twe questiens te ask, Hhxhg!g,kritntn
Slevik the enly selder shet fer desetien? amd Why was
the auther of the beek " The Exeeutiem Of Private Slevik
" net aldewed te publish it during the term ef presidant
Eisenhewer, Please mail yeur amswer back te me,
e v Chet Wyman e

CHET WYMAN
8812 ALLENSWOOD Rds
RANDLLSTOWN Md§ 21133%

3




DAAG-ZA 3 APR 1974

Mr. Chet Wyman
8812 Allenswood Road

Randallstowm, MD 21133

Dear Mr. Wyman:

This is in reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Private Eddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution
and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Gemeral transmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to General Fisenhower, the then Commanding
General, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideratiom in deter-
mining whether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed mo front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
wvas more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered whem attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case. This office has no information regarding
your contention that President Pisenhower did not allow the book
entitled "The Fxecution of Private Slovik" to be published during

his term of office.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

Verna L. Bowers

VERNE L. BOWERS *
Major Cemeral, USA
The Adjutant Gemeral

M/R Based on TJAG input.
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Mr, & Mrs. James A. Leever
36618 Jackman Dr,
Sterling Hgts, MI L8077

Mr., Richard M. Nixon
gident of the United States

ashington, D.C.
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M )!-?018 Jackman Dr,
e vl Sterling Hgts, MI LBOTT
g% March 14,1974

Mr. Richard M. Nixon . 'OR D1
President of the United States : Mﬁﬁ' 1 17
8 ;9

Washington, D.C. e DPL}’

—

Dear Mr, President:

After viewing the TV presentation of the EXECUTION OF PVT. SLOVIK, ny wife
and I feel impelled to write to you to offer these suggestions. These, of course,
are based on the assumptions that the facts as presented in the film are true
and accurate.

We do not blame the Court Martial Board because we were at war at the time
and they obviously did not have access to'all the facts regarding Pvt. Slovik'le
life as we did in the film. In addition, they were trying to discourage others

r—

_—-—-———_—"‘-—-— “
from deserting, but apparently didn't rn.lly believe their pronouncement of

punishment would stand upon review by the Review Board,

Apparently, all involved in the incident felt he was a brave man and certain-
ly not a traitor. His wife now lives m some form of limited state aid, but lives
in fear of ghat being jeopardized. She has been harassed and almost lives in
seclusion because of the execution of her husband.

It would appear to us that the United States Government ought to act now to

1) post humously reinstate Pvt, Eddie Slovik as & soldier in good standing
with the United States Army,

2) grant his wife a2 pension as though Pvt, Slovik was killed in action, and

3) do everything necessary to restore the honor of the United States and
that of Pvt, Slovik and his family,

To acknowledge that we made a mistseke is not & sign of weakness, but rather
of strength, for only the strong and secure can admit their errors.

‘l‘hlnt you for m ki.ndnou,
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DAAG-ZC &0 MAR 1974

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Leever
36618 Jackman Drive
Sterling Heights, MI 48077

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Leever:

On behalf of President Nixon, I am replying to your letter of March
1974 regarding Private Eddie Slovik.

Information necessary to reply to your inquiry is being obtained. As
soon as it is available, I will write you again. Should there be an
appreciable delay, I shall keep you informed.

Sincerely,

Yorop L. Bowses

VERNE L. BOWERS
Ma jor Genmeral, USA
The Adjutant Gemeral

CF: DACS-XSW (2).
WH Case 3637
EDC 10 Apr 74
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12 APR 1974
DAAG-TCZ~C

Mr. and Mrs., James A. Leever
36618 Jackman Drive
Sterling Heights, MI 48077

Dear Mr. and Mrs. lLeever:

This is in further reply to your letter to President Nixon regarding the
court-martial and execution of Private Fddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged
io an all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the
world., The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well
as those in the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the
rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were suffering
heavy casualties in the Battle of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board

of Review's decision in this case to Ceneral Eisenhower, the then
Commanding General, European Theater of Operations, for his considera-
tion in determining vhether to approve and order the sentence executed,
the following points were made. Private Slovik had performed no fromt
line duty and his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid
such hazardous service by obtaining inecarceration in a safe place. The
sentence adjudged was more severe than he had anticipated, but the
imposition of a less severe punishment would only have accomplished the
accused's purpose of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his
courades were required to face daily,

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to
understand Private Slovik's case.

Your concern for the welfare of Mrs, Slovik is understandable, however,
the nature of the offemse for which her husband was convicted precludes the




DAAG-TCZ-C
Mr. and 'irs. James A. lLeever

granting of benefits or assistance by the Department of the Army.
Benefits or assistance which may be available to her from other agencies
of the Federal Covernment are determined by the specific agency involved.

I trust the above information will help you understand the Department
of the Army's position in this matter.

Sincerely,
Yerne L. !enﬁ'
VERKE L. BOWERS

?PP Major Ceneral, USA
The Adjutant CGeneral

cc DACS-XSW (2)
WH Case 3637
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REAL ESTATE — INSURANCE
325 N. Hudson — 482-3311
ALTUS, OKLAHOMA 73521

REALTOR®

Headquarters,
United States Army,

Washington, D, C, 20000
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Oscar Doess * Phone 405 482.3311
WEAVER CREED m 325 NORTH HUDSON
WiLLiAM L. Doses ALTUS, OKLAHOMA 73521

REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE % LOANS & BONDS % RENTALS P

March 14, 1974

Headquarters,
United States Army,
Washington, D, C.

Gentlemen:

Last nite, I viewed with disgust the
move2on NBC television, "The Execution of
Private Slovik", As far as I am concerned
this set your public relations back 20 years.

If this movie depected the events as
they actually happened, it would interest me
to know how the Army could defend their actione.

I1f Private Slovik had deserted a post in
war time without advising his superior Officer,
it would be different.

This movie didn't help the Army one bitl

Altus, Oklahoma,




DAAG-ZA 2 APR 1974

Mr. Weaver Creed
Dobbs and Creed
325 North Hudson
Altus, Oklahoma 73521

Dear Mr. Creed:

This is in reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Private Fddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which was dedicated to emnslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution

and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle
of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to General Fisenhower, the then Commanding
General, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his comsideration in deter-
mining whether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused’s purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

Fame L, Boword

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General
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MT. KISCO N.Y.

342 LEXINGTON AVE.

14 March 1974

U.S. Dept. of the Army
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C,

Sirs:

I am amazed at how much robot-ized activity passed as justice in World War 2,

Gentlemen, are your priorities so warped, your love of duty and honor so grossly
overemphasized, that you could actually shoot a man to #dleath for his inablity

to take life in any form? 1Is this our great definition of democracy? Killing
one man to underscore the so-called courage of others who killed many?

Of course I'm sure you could saddle m§§ questions with many over-used labels
like "love of country" (what about "love of mankind?") and "it was wartime,"

But that's just the point. It's always wartime, And always will be as long
as men persist in thinking that there is some superior solution and redemptive
factor in pitting one set of lives against another, If we weren't all so
programmed to hate people and adore power, perhaps Hitler would have been

a restrained lunatic, and Edward Slovik would still be alive.

Private E, Slovik did the most honest, truthful, and idealistic thing in
answer to the enigma of battle - nothing, If every other man on both sides
had refused to fight, you could have left the technicalities of the situation
to the leaders - those well-fed four star types and associates, behind those
nice, polished desks. Maybe Roosevelt, Hitler, and Stalin could have had it
out with rifles on some private beach.,

Sure that's an insane idea. But more insane is taking the life of a man
who simply refused to kill anyone else,

And please don't tell me desertors deserve to die, If so, why not those
who desert their children, wives; why not all the other desertors of WW II?
If you were so proud of your "humanitarian" move, how dare you not inform
the widow that you had just murdered her husband? Where is that great
miltary standby of strength before the enemy? Indeed, she was and is your
greatest enemy simply because she is a woman, and would rather hold a man
in her arms, than carry his corpse to some "hero's" grave, You can never
logically explain your act to Mrs, Slovik; the code of power and violence
has no compromise with love., Perhaps that is why you cowered behind the
coat of a decade, hoping the irony and idiocy of it would fade just a little
before she found out,

Almost 30 years after the death, we find ocut., I was always somewhat gquilty
when I marched against the Viet Nam war, But now I see that the survival of
humanity rests only in brotherhood and in a unified world, Only when reason
wins out over rifles, will there be justice., It won't be your kindy - a 20
man squad gunning down one poor, simple man, who could not philosophically
talk himself into killing.




Suddenly I am ashamed that we won the war., ("won" = taken to mean until the
next one, of course),

Perhaps physical slavery holds more self-respect than the selling out of one
unchanging principle, "THOU SHALT NOT KILL,"

I don't know how you can respect yourselves for the memory of that man,
and the shameful treatment of his widow,

With profound disgust,

ety (U gggeni

Roberta Chizzini
PROMOTION MANAGER

RC/eg




8 APR 1974

Ms Roberta Chizzini
Promotion Manager
Sound Design Associates
342 Lexington Avenue
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Dear Ms Chizzini:

This is in reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Private Eddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which was dedicated to emslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution
and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General tramsmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to GCeneral Fisenmhower, the then Commanding
General, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideratiom in deter-
mm-rmwuﬂoﬂuthamtmmd. the following

were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to aveid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe tham he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
mpui“twﬂdnlyhmmmmm‘.m
d&mmtmmmwiehhhemmnmmm
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case.

1 trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

Vorna L Bowsrs

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major Cemeral,
The Adjutant
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DAAG-ZC Slovik, Eddie /5 MAR 1974
(14 Mer 74)

Mrs. C. C. m“u’ Jr.
3 Tappan Zee Lane
Longwood, Florida 32750

Dear Mrs. Dalzell:

On behalf of President Nixon, I am replying to your letter of
14 March 1974 regarding Private Bddie Slovik.

As much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally
to every communication he receives, Therefore, he has asked the
department and agencies of the Federal Covernment to reply in his
behalf in those instances where they have special knowledge or
authority under the law. For this reason your correspondence was
forwarded to the Department of the Army.

Private Slovik is interred in a cemetery in France maintained by the
American Battle Monuments Commission. Before his death he went to
confession, atiended Mass and received Holy Communion. After his
death the Catholic Chaplain in attendance administered the Sacrament
of Extreme Unction and pronounced the prayers for the dead.

Although I appreciate your concern for Mrs. Slovik, because of the
nature of the offense for which he was convicted she is not eligible
for any benefits administered by the Department of the Aray.

Sincerely,

Vorme L. Beweny

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major QGenerel, USA
The Adjutant General

cc DACS-XSW (2)

WH Case 3715

MR: Info on cemeteries obtained from Colonel Ryan, ABMC (x36099). Last

OASD and General Counsel. JN Miller
para previously coordinated w/WHLO meral C 2 i

RETURN TO OMARC,
TAGO




5.

The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania

Washington, D. C.




\ \CG | _/f’!- _

X 74 1974 1574 1974 1974

il 974
Eﬂ 7\ AUG b 00T NOY el JAN FEB i AUG 5P OCT Nov beG JAN FEB han 78

2728293031 1234567 85 10111213141516171810202122232425262728293031 12 3 4 56 7 8 9 1011121314151617 %" "}

- .

a=

[ e 0®]




&&MI I W“@u« um &
\f\r\—ﬂ-a\)\m M’& Lwd




DAAG-ZA
3 APR 1974

Mrs. Marjorie Billington
1418 Pletcher Street
Hollywood, Florida 33020

Dear Mrs. Billington:

This ie in reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Private Eddie D. Slovik.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in an
all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the world. The
lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in

the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution
and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's trial,
American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy casualties in the Battle

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Ceneral transmitted the Board of |
Review's decision in this case to General Fisenhower, the then Commanding
General, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
mining whether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following \
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and LN
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous N
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to under-
stand Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours, B

Yerse L. Bowers

VERNE L. BOWERS
Major Gemeral, USA
The Adjutant Cemeral

M/R Based on info from TJAG.
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