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DAAG-LRA Eddie Slovik

JAAJ-CC DAAG
Mr. Wallace/70922/e

1. Request comment/concurrence on paragraph 3 and 4 of the attached draft reply
(Tab A) which is a proposed response to paragraph 3 and 5 of letter at Tab B.

2. Since this is a White House case it would be appreciated if your reply could be
expedited.

FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:

2 Inecl CHARLES R. THOMAS

as m' G.
Chief, Reserve Components Liaison
“f“‘. TAGO

JAAJ-CC (14 Mar 77)

TO DAAG FROM JAAJ-CC DATE 22 Mar 77 CMT 2
ATTN: C,RCLO Kemper/ach/756-1888

1. Concur generally.
2. Para 3, lines 1 and 5 - ''court-martial' should be hyphenated.

3. Inclosed for your information is a fact sheet on the Slovik case which is
sent out by this office.

FOR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL:

3 Incl JAMES D. KEMPER, JR.
Added 1 Incl Clerk of Court
3. Slovik Fact Sheet
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DAAG-LRA Eddie Slovik | I (/ »7"/” 77

SAAJ-CC DAAG a8
Mr. Wallace/70922/e

1. Request comment/concurrence on paragraph 3 and 4 of the attached draft reply
(Tab A) which is a proposed response to paragraph 3 and 5 of letter at Tab B,

2. Since this is & White House case it would be appreciated if your reply could be
expedited. =t S

FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:

f’

2 Incl : CHARLES R. THOMAS
as LTC, GS
Chief, Reserve Components Liaison
Office, TAGO
\ /N~
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TAG READING FILE ARFCOS

ACTION:

O0oR o000

REMARKS:

See attached Remarks/Instructions
See TAG’s comments, (on) attached
Take action as indicated below
See Remarks below

Prepare reply for signature of

Prepare forwarding Memo for signa
Prepare draft reply; send to
A DISUM or TAGO Form 1-8 may be used for reply

Inclosure(s)

0000K000

Direct reply to
Direct reply to writer
Provide copy of reply to
Provide copy to DAAG-ZX
Coordinate with

Call for additional guidance, if required
See attached form

1.

DIRECTORATE ROUTING:

4.

TAGO Form 1-18, 1 Feb 17 onmt. DAAG-ZX)

FOR THE DJUT

LTC AuC
Asst Executive Officer, TAGO

GEN AL:

Replaces TAGO Form 1-18, 6 which will not be used.




AGUZ-SAD-SI Slovik, Eddie D.
36 896 415

Ms JoAnn Fournier
’000 Box 3
OGakville, Connecticut 06799

Dear Ms Fournier:

On behalf of Presidemt Carter, I am replying to your lettar of 14 Feb~
ruary 1977 regarding the military service of Eddie D. Slovik,

ROBERT 8. YOUNG
Brigadier Ceneral, USA

CF: DAAG-ZX
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2 9 APR 1977
DAAG-LR Slovik, Eddie

Miss Debbie Genshino
Watertown High School

324 French Street

Watertown, Connecticut 06795

Dear Miss Genshino:

On behalf of President Carter, I am replying to your letter regarding
Eddie Slovik.

As much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally to
every communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the departments
and agencies of the Federal Government to reply in his behalf in those
instances where they have special knowledge or special authority under
the law., For this reason, your letter was forwarded to the Department
of the Army for response.

To properly respond to your suggestion that his body be moved to another
plot in Oise-Aisne Cemetery, it is necessary to provide you background
information on the burial policy in effect during World War I1. The
Secretary of War was authorized by law to return the dead of World War II
to their homeland upon request by the next of kin. In the case of Eddie
Slovik, there is no record that his next of kin requested the return of
his body. Therefore, his remains were interred in Plot E, Oise-Aisne
Cemetery, France. The Secretary of War's authority to make further
disposition of Eddie Slovik's body ended on 31 December 1951. Eddie
Slovik is not eligible for burial in other plots of the cemetery since
he was not killed in combat.

Entitlement to proceeds of National Service Life Insurance policies is
determined by the Veterans Administration as provided by the lews under
which that agency operates. Questions on this matter should be addressed
to the Administrator of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Administration,
u‘“tum. D. co mmo

Sincerely,

DONALD W. CONNELLY
Brigadier General, USA
Acting The Adjutent General
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2 7APR 877

DAAG-LRA (Feb 77)

Mr. Dom Varrone

70 Colonisl Street

Oskville, Connecticut 06779

Desr Mr. Varrone:

DAAG-LRA WH Case 16387 25 Apr 77

lp 3 mm. |4
:f wim : ~m
mw :: ..
u ! mmu &m
mn ,m: il |
mWWmmau~ _u H 1
w_ bt m,: i il
m W¢ uum _¢am _m“~

mmcmm, L am replying to your letter regarding
this request
accepted in
Life
provided by
matter
»
NED
SIGNALDW.CONNH-“
W. CONNELLY
Brigadier General, USA
Acting The Adjutant Gemeral




POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS, Inc. oy , —

1200 NORTH ASHLAND AVENUE
ROOM NO. 431
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60622

e

Washington at Princeton 1777 by Peale

US Bicentennial 13¢

Hon. Jimmy Carter
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Hon. Jimmy Carter AN,
LING

President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

: On behalf of the Polish American Congress Iam
writing to you to present a very important concern of all
Americans.

In this day and age when pardons are given to de-
serters and those that have refused to serve in the Army,
the question that I am about to present is very relevant. I
am sure that you are acquainted with the matter of Private
Slovik who was the only American that was executed for de-
sertion in World War II, although 49 others were sentenced
to date, but never convicted.

The important point is that Private Slovik never re-
fused to perform any other duty in the Army but he refused to
kill. We do not condone his action of deserting, but we cer-
tainly do not approve the treatment that he was given.

| ©

Private Slovik's defense counsel, Major Edward
Woods who is retired, is bringing up this matter again in
order to aid Mrs. Slovik, his widow, so that she could obtain
benefits that are rightfully hers.

The important question is, was the order to kill and
the final execution a situation that deprived him of a fair trial,
or was he executed to make him an example to others.

1 believe this situation merits consideration and
“f:tlon on the part of America to grant a rehearing by a spe-
¢ial board or a Pre sidential posthumus pardon.

e
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I would certainly appreciate if you would take this under
advisement and have someone investigate the matter thoroughly
so that justice can be given.

Very truly yours,

o e~

oysius A. Mazew
President
AAM:em
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DAAG-LRA Slovik, Eddie
(14 Feb 77)

Mr. Aloysius A. Mazewski
Polish American Congress, ILnc.
1200 North Ashland Avenue
Chicago, lIllinois 60622

Dear Mr, Mazewski:
This is in further reply to your letter to President Carter, regarding

Private Eddie Slovik,

As much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally to
every communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the departments
and agencies of the Federal Govermment to reply in his behalf in those
instances where they have special knowledge or special authority under
the law. For this reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials

of the Department of the Army.

Private Slovik was tried by a legally constituted general courtmartial
on 11 November 1944, He was found guilty of two specifications of
desertion with intent to avoid hazardous duty and to shirk important

\urvi.eo (action against the enny) in viol.auon of Article of War 58

ich provides for punishment by death or as a courtmartial shall direct.
'l'hc sentence as approved by the Commanding General who appointed the
court was that he be shot to death by musketry.




DAAG-LRA Slovik, Eddie
(14 Feb 77)

A Board of Review witk; the concurrence of an Assistant Judge Advocate
General of the Army found the record of trial to be legally sufficient
to support the sentence. General Eisenhower, Commanding General,
European Theater of Operations confirmed the findings and sentence.
The review and subsequent approval of the sentence were made in full
recognition that Private Slovik would be the first American soldier

to be executed for desertion since the Civil War.

Your interest in the welfare of Mrs. Slovik is appreciated. However,
the nature of the offense for which Private Slovik was convicted pre-
cludes the granting of benefits or assistance by the Department of the
Army . Benefits or assistance, which may be available to her from other
agencies of the Federal Govermment are determined by the specific

agency involved.

The feelings which prompted your request for a pardon are appreciated.
However, a pardon cannot be granted posthumously since delivery and
acceptance are prerequisite to the validity of a pardon.

Sincerely,

PAUL T. SMITH
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General
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FACT SHEET: COURT-MARTIAL AND EXECUTION OF PRIVATE EDDIE
D. SLOVIK

Private Slovik was convicted by a General Court-Martial
for absenting himself without proper leave from his organization
to avoid hazardous duty and to shirk important service, that
is, action against the enemy. He was sentenced toc be shot to
death with musketry. Although there were other executions during
World War II, Private Slovik was the only individual executed
for desertion.

When Jjudgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation
was engaged in an all-out war with a power which was dedicated
to enslaving the world. The lives of thousands, both those on
the battlefield as well as those in the infamous prisons of
the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecution and
termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private Slovik's
trial, forces in Belgium became engaged in what became known
as the Battle of the Bulge. Heavy American casualties were
being sustained while the record of trial was under review;
indeed the success of the Allied campaign was uncertain at
the time. This undoubtedly had an effect on the officials
who reviewed the sentence of one who refused to fight in
the face of the enemy. : '

The specific reasons for approval of the sentence for
‘Private Slovik are given in the attached indorsement signed
on 6 January 1945 when the Army Assistant Judge Advocate
General transmitted the Board of Review's decision in this
case to General Eisenhower, who was then the Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, for his con-
sideration. The review and the subsequent approval of the
sentence were made in full recognition that Private Slovik
would be the first American soldler to be executed for
desertion since the Civil War.

lnc L 3
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\ Richacd W. Lewrs

AN X
\\Y’/\'r’ b Lowell Awe.
! Waterbury, Ct. 06708

'szmo\ry (Y, 1117

Presvdent Jicheny (acter
The White House
Washagton, D.C, 20500

Deac Pregident (arter,

For a long timne now I have wanted Jo write £his lebter
Fivally nore is someone 1a fhe White House, I feel, iwho will
read this lettec and give it fhe thoughtful considecation
it asks fov. The subject has troubled we for years; I am
ashamed that T did not do this a 'onj Hme ago, Na be it s
Fitbi\ﬁ that I wrike on this Valentine’s Day for 'Ht?e thought's
0 s letter, sit, come deeply from the heart,

I write, Mr. Pregident, o ask that justice be done to
the name oF Pvt. Eddie D. Slovik, U.s. Army (3699cy15),
Who was executed by fhe Army on Janudry 31, 1945,
after having been tonvicted oF Fhe crime oF desection, In
ove¢ one hundred yeacs oF our country’s history, he is fhe
only Amecican to be shot for this oFense by hir country. Thew
were fome 40,000 desertecs —-so L am told - - olurlﬁj World
War IL. About 3000 wece +riec by {)enem\ courts-martial 3
H9 wece sentenced to death, but only vt Slovik was
actually shot. wit 11944

The fantastic Fhig is that Pvt. Slovik was singled out
fur exe cution ot as a purﬁti\/e méasure , noc foc reh:‘buh‘m,
but to mamfain discipline,” Cleacly, +his cannot be what
we have lonj believed to be +he Amecican sense of fair Play
and juctice. In additin, fhe Army --in reviewing his casé
=~ brwught Wiy civilian record to béar an influeace on iks
decition not fo Gmmute his Jentence. Indeed , General
Eisenhowe(, who signed the ovder of execntion, seveval yeaxs
later labeled Eddie Slovik as & “guardhouse lewyer ” who
refused to hir dypng moment o be ontrite, Well, éencmlJ




2

Eisenhower —— who at that time, 't is now kaown , was
cheating on his wite - - wias dead wrong albout Eddie Slovik.
Eddie S?ov»'k was a sensitive Young wman who H’lmughout
his stateside sevvice Sough{' a hardship d“schwje since his
wife was home, alone and (i1,
Even Eisenhower implied that the execution was a wistake,
The whole sor episode so unnerved fhe witnesses that fhe
Generrl cancelled two other exeantions +hat he had ordeced Fhe
same he odered Avt. Slovik fo be shot,
Arl. Sloviks m([f'l‘ary vecord Shows +that he tried his best
to do what the Remy demanded of him , at least ua+tcl Rugust 444,
He even wvolunteered” o seeve 1t non—combat ’L}’ e units, He was
demoralized and possibly confused. One o—%P-Fhe GTS on the
Fre quad which shot him said, “ Slovik had nerve. I
cont’ undesstand why a wan who had fhe quts o face a firin
sguad like that wouldn't stay in the line with the reckof us,™
Dut the Army s de %(mmed to make an example of him.
Not, T vrepeat, as“a punitive measure , but tomaintain discipliae,
And 50 +hey shot him. And they buned him in Plot
E of the Drlfe—ﬂ)f‘;ne (emetery in France alongside the grawes
OF 95 criminals eve wuted ot crimes of violence. Eddie
Slovik , shot for whet he couldnt do, (ies there 1A disgraced
Plot E with rapists and killecs - - men exeauted for what
’H\Qy Ollmd dOI
Ong of the last thidgs Eddie Slovik sard was fo his
priest : Foather T want you to tell the fellows m the
rgfgmmf Fhat Eddie Slovik wasn't a coward -- ot least, not
&y & “

A ccordid !y, Me. President, T humbly ask you do fake
any or all of f FnNthr\j Tthree sugge.ch“ons ‘o see 'H\Od,‘juﬁ-u‘ce_
is done n Fhis cage :

(1) pax don Pvt. Eddie Slovik ;

£y ordec his grave to be moved out oF fhat dichovoved

Plot E and ynoved +o Fhase sections where other
GLs who diedd \n World Wae IC lie bucied; and

(3 Msheuct fhe Veteaans Administration to PAy his J
WIfe, Antvinette , the B10,000 GT life miucance

id 0 Survivors of thore whe died i Fhe war.
TIn o pecvected sense oF logic , pne might arque




% "L’a&ﬁﬂ’ 'Ave, =
%\L&M W 71 («tt

that Eddie Slovik did his part foc the war
effoct by beirg sacrificed sn +he altar
oF jood orded an dc‘sct‘:\i‘ne,]

The facts and details of Eddie Sloviks sad story Gempel
me to believe fhat his exeaution was a S€rious micia ke,
OF course he should have been punished. Fs a former
Marine (T enlisted at age 17 in 1946 and served Fhree
1?:)ea/vs) T know that, Bubt you dont shoot a man 1A order

mak€ an exarmnple of him ~ - fthats the lkind oF '{'h:ﬂ((f\\g
fhat I believed World War I¥ was fought to eliminate,

On Dec. 9,19dd, Eddie Slovik wrote Gen. Exsenhower

askwyg fo be spaved fthe death sentence 5 he weote -

How can I +ell you how Inum(oley Sovry

T am for +he sixs Tve tonemnithed, T didnt

realize at the e what T was doing.... L

bé’ij;eoP you deeply and sincercely, fov the

Salee 6F My dear wife and mother back home,

b have werty on me. ..,

Aut the Army brass, in endorsing the death sentence, said

His unfavocable civilian recoed jadicates that he
is not a4 worth subject of Clemency.
Pmd S0, E\‘Senhower ijno\red his plea,u.

President (octer, one of my favorite reads
Holy Bible is +he very beaukiful Sermon on the
says in part :
Blessed are the meek, hoc they shatl inheri€ the earth .
Blessed are thay which do hunger and thirst oftee
righteousness, for they shall be Filled.
Blessed are +he mecciful, for they shall obtain mercy....

S l;) ~H\e
‘C?our\‘f:;\ it

I passionately feel it is Hime for the United States to
show mecey for fhis meek man,, .. To ecr is human j o
forjive, divine,

TIn deepest respect,



DAAG-LRA 6 APR 1977

Mr. Richard W. Lewis
6 Lowell Avenue
Waterbury, Conmecticut 06708

Dear Mr. Lewis:

On behalf of President Carter, I am replying to your recent letter regarding
Eddie Slovik.

As much as he would like to, the President camnot reply persomally to every
communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the departments and
agencies of the Federal Government to reply im his behalf in those instances
where they have special knowledge or special authority under the law. For
this reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials of the Department
of the Army.

The feelings which prompted your request for a pardon are appreciated.
However, a pardon cannot be granted posthumously since delivery and accept~
ance are prerequisite to the validity of a pardom.

With respect to your suggestion that Private Slovik's body be reinterred
in another part of Oise-Aisne Cemetery, such action cannot be taken since
other sections of the cemetery are reserved for the combat war dead of
World War II. .

Since payment of proceeds of Nationmal Service Life Insurance policies is
determined by the Veterans Administration as prcvided by the laws under

which that agency operates, it is suggested you contact that agency at
810 Vermont Avenue, Washington, D. C. 20420.

Sincerely,

PAUL T. SHITI

PAUL T. SMITH
Major Gemeral, USA
The Adjutant General

KL/ AU Y1204/ T
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1. Purpose: To provide TAG information regarding Eddie Slovik in the event inquiry
received from the White House regarding article in the 6 April 1977 Washington Post
and Washington Star (Tab A).

2, Discussion:
a. Private Slovik was executed for desertion, by firing squad on 31 January 1945.

b. He was the first American soldier to be executed for desertion since the
Civil War.

c. TAG has answered queries on pardon, notification of nok, burial, return of re-
mains, Army benefits, amnesty, personal effects, info from records and other misc
subjects.

(/P(ﬁues -/o./)

d. Requests for insurance information have been referred to VAyor writerkinformed
VA administers the insurance program. 3

\

v
f. Mr. Raymond Williams, ABCMR states that Mrs. Slovik visited that Board today

and she was told substantially what White House had told her. A

e. Records of Slovik loaned to ABCMR who has loaned to TJAG (Feb 1977). Aﬂ

g. Mr. Williams stated she was informed that jurisdiction had not been resolved.

h. TAG would be involved only if records changed and this has not been settled.
Insurance would be matter for VA.
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i Rbruary 1, 1977
35 Perfaehafse,\‘rfei E(J
wtd’er‘_(_ow‘ N, C"’ 06195

Feriia ITMMJ (acter
TThe White House
ufmsh\na-fon , P.L. aosoo
£ SR RO W
_T[\rouaL\ My Con"\t‘m?or‘a\“& ?v'o’o\ems worse of Wetetown
ligh School |, T have bacome aware of whotss

‘ , WMoy of.m‘om
an 1r“¢Ju$TI’C€» 4+ on Amerdan ttizen. On J;Auu.rj Bi, 199§
ot Eddie _DoSlewle " wdt e “Halid  Shde lqrvv\,\f was

excen el o desetian: :Dw.,\ﬁ W Awethovsand eqht
Wndiey aned s.x+\1-¥oue - BRPe  consithed) oF dexe on
Qﬁj cFaitnes  sitre  of it TRk ok o W5 oo smc]kd
0wt and made an exemple of Jusirlge O Dessmbar 9, 144y

Gk Mool ansde o leller ds Pacibnut Butnhawe v and pleaded
—(n\r 'memj.\ﬂ\is mon did not refose o cerve hig countey S
requested mon~combed -duty. Pesmct Guole i oll Josrness
o Tthis man and n the twe sense of Hhe word ‘:Juai-.c'e';
L reqoeST fhet you pardon R, Eddie Slovik. Qe bis body
ot &f “He d{sa_mud Pt € 4o oYher seckions of the ceme,{-v.rj
where the regylur’ plots ace located, and o pey his wﬁﬁe
“he 1s,000 dollars €.T. msurance . L1924 ks
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14 APR 1977

DAAG-LEA Slovik, Eddie

(14 Fed 77)

|

=

:

]
:

LE

B

1 am replying to your letter of 14 February

DAAG-LRA WH Case 13661
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(LRA 74544)

The Adjutant Geaeral

BAUL T. SMITH
Hajor General, USA
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CARNEY, EILEEN M,

FILE NUMBER {

13661

AW~ g 6 7 012

DATE 4 AME “/SUSPENSE
WHITE HOUSE SENMMARY SUSPENSE
casE X Pardon for Slovik; move srnvo; payment
of insurance. oo COB 18 Apr 77
=
OCSA CASE Ez] P
osp
SMA CASE =]
ROUTING A-Action I-Information ACTION
- writer
DCsSoPs coA TS CMH GG [ X] Direct reply to WELEET
DCS PER ACSI TJAG A TAG MILPERCEN per DA Memo 1-1%
DCSLOG TiG cNGB CAR with 2 copy(ies) to
DCSRDA coE CINFO ccH c‘t‘ WH m
REMARKS : [] Prepare (draft) (final) reply for
i signature of
¥
i\ [] Provide assistance as required
[] Coordinate with
[] Agpropriate action
AGENCY ROUTING B RECTION OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
1. 2. L PN <~ e A 10 |
! paac =
12Apr77,
Final

B . St S ~A——
DAS FORM 77, 1

on /4

REFERRAL SLIP

ADDRESSEE COPY 2






